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A PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES

Challenging God,
may we, as a Community, 
continue to follow you into the hard places
of political involvement,
of peacemaking, 
of embracing the earth, 
of making our voice heard in the marketplace, 
of refusing to tame your Gospel
in a world of easy compromise.

Peter Millar

Cover photo: Guests arriving at ‘Iona Youth Festival, 2011’
© Chris Long, Iona Community Youth Resource Worker



The Iona Community is:

• An ecumenical community of men and 

women from different walks of life and 

different traditions in the Christian church

• Committed to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 

to following where that leads, even into the 

unknown

• Engaged together, and with people of goodwill 

across the world, in acting, reflecting and 

praying for justice, peace and the integrity 

of creation

• Convinced that the inclusive community we 

seek must be embodied in the community 

we practise

So we share a common discipline of: 

• Daily prayer and bible study

• Mutual accountability for our use of time 

and money

• Spending time together

• Action for justice and peace

And are, together with our staff, 

responsible for:

• Our islands residential centres of Iona Abbey, 

the MacLeod Centre on Iona, and Camas 

Adventure Centre on the Ross of Mull.

And in Glasgow

• The administration of the Community

• Our work with young people

• Our publishing house, Wild Goose Publications

• Our association in the revitalising of worship 

with the Wild Goose Resource Group

The Iona Community was founded in Glasgow in

1938 by George MacLeod, minister, visionary and

prophetic witness for peace, in the context of 

the poverty and despair of the Depression. Its

original task of rebuilding the monastic ruins of

Iona Abbey became a sign of hopeful rebuilding

of community in Scotland and beyond. Today, we

are almost 250 Members, mostly in Britain, and

1500 Associate Members, with 1400 Friends

worldwide. Together and apart, ‘we follow the

light we have, and pray for more light.’

Coracle is the bi-monthly magazine of the Iona

Community. Views expressed in it are not

necessarily the policy of the Iona Community, but

the Community seeks the exchange of thoughts

and ideas as a basis for finding common ground. 

Letters are welcome, but may be edited because

of space restrictions. For advertising or

photography specifications, please contact the

editor. Unsolicited material is welcome (by e-

mail or on disk) but cannot always be included.
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From the holy city: 
Putting down deeper roots
to reach further – a
Community House in
Glasgow once more

Peter Macdonald

‘Our main centre is Community House in Glasgow … a Glasgow House we
will always have.’ (G.F. MacLeod, Sermon in Stone)

The original Community House in Clyde Street was a large community
centre with a restaurant serving hundreds of meals each day, meeting
rooms used by many community and political groups, residential
accommodation for three families, a chapel, and offering a full
programme of events through the year. It became an important place
for a generation of young people who had been touched by the ‘Iona’
experience, providing space for discussion, drama groups and overnight
accommodation.

Latterly, it was the location of a significant ministry among Glasgow’s
homeless population. The building, an 18th-century tobacco lord’s
residence, was declared unsafe in 1977. Until then Community House
had enabled the Iona Community to put its ideas into action, inspiring
many people and attracting like-minded groups. The Community had
street-cred.

When I became a member in 1983 the Community was based in the
Pearce Institute in Govan. The Institute was gifted to the people of
Govan by Lady Pearce in memory of her husband, Sir William Pearce,
former owner of the Fairfield Shipyards and Govan’s first MP. The ‘PI’
served the Community well, reinforcing our historic connection with
the area, its spirit and its challenges, and reminding us of the
importance of being the Iona Community where we are and not just on
Iona.

The threatened closure of the PI in October 2001 prompted an Early
Day Motion in the House of Parliament. The Motion’s sponsor,
Mohammed Sarwar MP, noted the PI’s role within the local community
and that of key groups based there such as Braendam Link and the Iona
Community.

Fortunately the PI was saved at the eleventh hour by a combination of
local campaigning and political lobbying but not before we had moved
our office to the city centre. I remember traipsing round the city with
Graham Boyle, our then Support Services Manager, in search of suitable
premises at an affordable rent.

Savoy House on Sauchiehall Street was central, accessible and available
but was only envisaged as short-term accommodation. Ten years on we
are still here and whilst this office has a number of advantages it can
only ever be an administrative base and cannot accommodate any
programme or project work. I believe it has as a result diminished the
Community’s presence in the city. Few people today connect the Iona
Community with Glasgow and the challenges of an urban setting which
led to the Community’s formation. I would argue that this has also led
to an over-emphasis on the islands centres as the corporate expression
of our work and to confusion about the very nature and purpose of our
Community.

With Council’s blessing I have therefore been exploring opportunities to
establish a new Iona Community House in Glasgow which would:

l Give increased visibility, profile and street-level accessibility

l Reaffirm the Community’s commitment to the urban context

l Be a corporate expression of the wider work of our members

l Provide a suitable base for the development of projects and
programme promoting the Community’s concern for social justice,
reconciliation, worship, political engagement, faith development, etc

l Enable provision of hospitality and programme in Glasgow for
visiting individuals and groups

l Provide improved office, storage and meeting space

l Enable income generation through a shop and other initiatives

l Encourage partnership-working with other agencies

l Create employment and bring investment to a rundown part of the
city.

The Iona Community and the Four Acres Charitable Trust (FACT), a
Glasgow-based building preservation trust, have agreed to work
together to establish whether an A listed derelict building in the city
centre would provide a suitable base. After raising the funds to renovate
the building, FACT would take ownership and responsibility for the
long-term management and maintenance of the building. The
Community would be the tenant on a twenty-year rolling lease. We are
currently approaching major funding bodies and receiving very
encouraging responses. A working group has been established which I
hope will present a fully costed proposal and business plan at the AGM.

There will be a Community House in Glasgow once more. We will put
down deeper roots, as one member commented, to reach further. It will
be a fitting base for the wider work of our Community, undertaken in
community, and our whole movement will be enriched. 

God bless,

Peter l

Peter Macdonald is the current Leader of the Iona Community.

Community House in Clyde Street, photo from Alison May ©



‘The country is bankrupt, the gap between rich and poor is widening, the
Church has retreated from the inner cities, and even in the more affluent
suburbs, many young people see the Church as irrelevant – out of touch …’

This is not a description of the country today but in 1938, from the cover
blurb of Outside the Safe Place: An Oral History of the Early Years of the Iona
Community, published by Wild Goose Publications in 2011. The oral
history project resulted from concern that many of the men and women
who could bear witness to the Iona Community’s early days were
reaching their 70s or 80s.

It was commissioned in 2004 to record testimonies of how they, led by
George MacLeod, sought to put Christ’s message of ‘Good News to the
poor’ back at the centre of life.

This re-engagement of the Church with the realities of life in the city for
many people was symbolised by the restoration of the ancient monastic
buildings of the Benedictine abbey on Iona – craftsmen and ministers
labouring to share in a common task and common life. A radical
experiment which shaped ministries, inspired vocations and changed
lives.

The Iona Community’s centres on Iona and Mull exist today as both a
resource and a challenge, not only to ourselves and to all who use them,
but also to the wider Church and indeed to people of all faiths and of
none. 

They are safe places, in which to explore the meaning of Christian life
together, both within the life of the mainstream churches and also within
the many new ways of being church, and how to live a committed
Christian life in a multicultural and multi-faith world; places of openness,
where people at different stages on their personal journeys can share and
learn from each other what God is saying to and through them, and
through the story of the Iona Community and the worldwide church;
empowering places, from which people may go forward on their
pilgrimage strengthened and emboldened to make a difference in the
world in which they live.

THE IONA CENTRES

The 2011 season at the Community’s centres on Iona was, as always, full
of challenges, surprises and good memories. Bookings held up well both
in the Abbey (with over 1300 guests through the season from March to
October) and at the MacLeod Centre (1000 guests), though there was a
steep decline towards the end of the season which had an impact on

overall figures. The effect of the
recession had been due to impact
at some point. Nonetheless, this
was one of the best seasons for a
number of years. Highlights
included a group of blind and
visually impaired adults from the
Netherlands accompanied by guide
dogs, and a lively and well-
organised Youth Festival.

As always the Community is
immensely grateful to its Resident
Group staff (around 20 people on
one-year or three-year contracts)
who, assisted by volunteers from all
over the world (112 people from 14
nations coming for periods of six
weeks to three months or so), offer
hospitality to nearly 100 guests
each week throughout the season.
We are richly blessed by their gifts
and commitment which contribute
so much to building community
and welcoming guests each week.
The Community is grateful for the
leadership of Colin McKenzie,
Abbey Warden, and Jamie
Schmeling, Deputy Warden, whose
tenures ended during the course of
the past year. A former Warden,
Revd Joanna Anderson, has been
appointed to the post of Island
Centres Director, and Daniel Meier
to the post of Deputy Director. We
wish them and other members of
staff God’s blessing in the coming
season.

Plans are well-advanced for double
celebrations in 2013 marking the
1450th anniversary of the coming

of St Columba and the 75th
anniversary of the Iona
Community. The Columban
celebrations in May next year will
be centred on Iona and are being
organised in partnership with the
island community and Historic
Scotland. Celebration of the
founding of the Community will
take place in Glasgow and Govan
in June 2013. The Community
would be delighted to welcome
church groups from all over
Scotland during this special year as
we celebrate the history, culture
and faith of the Celtic Church.

From Gerard van der Brug, a guest of
the Community:

In the first days of July 2011,12
people, 8 of them blind or partially
sighted, 4 men and 8 women, with 4
guide dogs, travelled from the
Netherlands to Iona, in the tradition
of the Irish saints. They were led by
their wish to be on the road together
travelling to a place still unknown.
They were led by their wish to share
their days together with people still
unknown. They were led by their
wish to share God’s care and
challenge: to offer and receive
welcome and to become Christ to
one another …

CAMAS ADVENTURE CENTRE,
MULL

Camas is the Community’s outdoor
education centre on Mull, with an
emphasis on environmental
sustainability, community-
building, adventure activities and
reflection on the ‘Big Book’ of
creation. Camas appeals partic-
ularly, though not exclusively, to
young people, especially those
from disadvantaged backgrounds.

2011 was another successful year
for Camas. A strong team of
volunteers, some from as far away
as Australia and the USA, helped us
to run the centre for the season.
We are very thankful to these
volunteers: without them a
successful Camas season would
not be possible.

We welcomed back many regular
youth groups from Glasgow and
Edinburgh, and we also had visits
from some of our long-standing
friends from Lichfield and
Macclesfield, south of the border.
Apart from seeing old friends we
also had lots of new groups
coming this year. We are really
hoping that we can build a strong
relationship with these folk and
have them back again.

2011’s programmed weeks for
adults were successful, with
increased bookings. ‘Exploring
Creation’ saw lots of folk enjoying
the great outdoors; and our new
‘Gardening Week’ involved lots of
people happy to get their hands
dirty in the Camas garden. Both of
these themed weeks will be
repeated in 2012.

Our relationship with Cre8, from
Macclesfield, a community work
initiative, continues to deepen. The
Cre8 team built a new accommo-
dation hut for our volunteers.
Another building project is
planned for 2012, developing this
mutually beneficial partnership.

Mary Ireson completed her three-
year post as Camas Coordinator.
Mary made a significant contri-
bution to the work at Camas. Her
leadership was appreciated by
colleagues, guests and the Iona

Community. We wish her well as
she takes up a youth-work post on
Mull.

For all the latest Camas news, check
out the Camas blog:
http://thecamasdiary.blogspot.com

From a special needs group member
visiting Camas, in answer to ‘What
were the 3 best things about
Camas?’:

‘Kayaking. I liked it because it didn’t
sink. Abseiling. I was shaking at first
but I loved it. Peat-digging. Because
we can get mucky.’

From one of the priority youth group
members, in answer to ‘What did you
learn at Camas?’:

‘How to be more sociable, and I learnt
more about the people around me.’

WORK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE

2011 saw Chris Long join the Youth
Department in the new role of
Youth Resource Worker. 

Spring bought great weeks on Iona
with Youth Clubs’ Week, led by Rev
Linda Pollock; and Bellahouston
Academy returning to the MacLeod
Centre. 

The second Solas Festival was held
at Wiston Lodge in June, and as
part of the Iona Community’s
contribution, Chris led a team of
youth workers at the festival. In July,
both the Abbey and the MacLeod
Centre were filled with an energetic
mix of Swedes, Scots and
Americans for the annual Iona
Youth Festival. Some of the
summer’s finest weather added to
the joy of a week spent playing
games on the beach, making new
friends, leading worship and
engaging in discussion about
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justice and equality issues that
affect young people around the
world.

Laura McAleese, Youth Projects
Coordinator, has been leading the
anti-sectarian project ‘Can You
Hear the Bigots Sing?’. Laura
completed three six-week anti-
sectarianism courses with men in
HMP Barlinnie and HMP Addiewell,
two courses in HMP Shotts and
HMP Kilmarnock and one course in
HMP Glenochil. As a result of the
work carried out in adult prisons,
the Iona Community received
further Scottish government
funding to carry out anti-sectarian
work in five adult prisons and also
in schools, including children’s
units and primary schools. 

In August Laura led a four-week
course in Kibble’s Secure Unit,
which cares for children and young
people who need a safe and
controlled environment in order to
prevent harm to themselves or to
others; and, in October, a four-week
course in St Mary’s Unit,
Bishopbriggs, which was very
successful – the boys responding
well to the workshops and the
coaching session run in
partnership with The Old Firm
Alliance.

At Bellahouston Academy, Laura
worked with a group of 3rd-year
pupils, raising awareness of sectar-
ianism through workshops and
drama.

The Community’s anti-sectarian
project has received very
favourable coverage in the media,
and evaluations have been sent to
Project Scotland who will assess

the outcomes of this significant
piece of work.

Throughout 2011, Laura and Chris
led the ‘Time for reflection’ group
in Bellahouston Academy,
delivering a number of workshops,
including a ‘Journey of life’
workshop to all 1st-year pupils,
using the labyrinth, and ‘Creating
mandalas’ workshops to all 2nd-
and 3rd-year pupils. The Youth
Department also led a number of
workshops and classes in other
schools across Glasgow, such as
John Paul Academy and Glasgow
Gaelic School. 

Another area of schools work was
a graffiti project in Holyrood
Secondary run in partnership with
Bridging the Gap and funded by
Awards for All. The objective was to
help the 1st- and 2nd-year pupils
learn more about the community
of their school and what it offers,
increasing young people's sense of
pride in their school and helping
them to think about what it
contributes to the wider
community.

As the Youth Department looks
towards the future it is beginning
work on putting together a Youth
Steering group to better allow
young people’s voices to be heard
in the community at large.

From a guest at Youth Festival, Iona
2011:

‘I love Youth Festival and, recently, I
found myself wishing I was back on
the island – not just for the peace
and tranquillity that the island
brings, but also for the sense of
community that the experience
gives. I wished I was once again

surrounded by the people I had met
there in the past, taking part in the
healing service at the Abbey and
playing games on the beach! I find
the group discussions especially
thought-provoking. They give young
people a chance to explore different
themes and subjects that may not be
discussed often.’

WILD GOOSE PUBLICATIONS

During 2011 Wild Goose published
a number of new books and has
continued its programme of
converting existing books into e-
books. New titles published
included: Words and Wonderings:
Conversations with Present-day
Prophets by Joy Mead, We Journey in
Hope: Reflections on the Words from
the Cross by Neil Paynter & Peter
Millar, Labyrinth: Landscape of the
Soul by Di Williams, Around a Thin
Place: An Iona Pilgrimage Guide by
Jane Bentley & Neil Paynter, Tell Me
the Stories of Jesus: A Companion to
the Remembered Gospel by Janet
Lees, The Monk and the Mermaid (a
story from Iona, told for children) by
Kenneth Steven, The Healer's Tree: A
Bible-based Resource on Ecology,
Peace and Justice by Annie
Heppenstall, Gobsmacked: Daily
Readings for Advent by Thom
Shuman, Dirt, Mess and Danger:
Liturgies and Worship Resources by
Glendon Macaulay, With an Open
Eye: Parables with Meaning for Today
by Tom Gordon, and Outside the
Safe Place: An Oral History of the
Early Years of the Iona Community by
Anne Muir.

In addition to continuing to making
chunks of books available based on
themes and festivals, we have
published some original

downloads, including one on
‘Youth’ by various contributors, ‘A
Lament for Jesus & for the
Crucified of Our Time’ by Chris
Polhill, ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ by
Joy Mead, and ‘Be Still and Know
that I am God’ and ‘Be Still Bead-
Prayer Workshop’ by Annie
Heppenstall. We also published
three downloadable music tracks
by Neil Paynter of piano music
composed for services in Iona
Abbey.

This year saw our first mobile
phone app – ‘Thought for Today’ –
where people can access a short
daily reading taken from one of
our publications on their phones.
As well as providing a service, it
promotes awareness of our books.

Sales of e-books and digital
downloads have continued to
increase. The impact of the
economic situation on the book
trade remains very severe,
affecting even more shops, and it
has again been difficult to remain
financially viable. But we are well
placed to take advantage of the
new digital forms of publishing
that have emerged and will put
continued effort into this during
the coming year. The demand for
the kind of material that is coming
through the Iona Community
remains strong and we are lucky to
have access to so many creative
writers with a progressive outlook
on Christian spirituality from
among the Community and from
outside of it.

Some customer comments:

I love what you do!

Dear friends at Wild Goose, Thank

you so much for making your
publications available via download.
It's especially helpful for those of us
‘across the pond’. May you continue
to be light from the Light.

Thank you so much for offering
downloadable books. It's made my
day.

Thank you, brothers and sisters in
Christ, for making e-publications
available. May Peace and Joy be
with you always.

We love your books in Geneva!

CORACLE: THE MAGAZINE OF
THE IONA COMMUNITY

Coracle, the quarterly magazine of
the Iona Community, edited by
Neil Paynter, continues to provoke
and stimulate. Author and thinker
Alastair McIntosh recently said of
the magazine: ‘Coracle has become
the single most dynamic voice for
liberation theology in Britain today.’

The Community sends out a
regular e-bulletin also, with news,
features and devotional material.

2012 will see a youth-themed
edition of Coracle written and
edited by young people.

WILD GOOSE RESOURCE GROUP

In October, the monthly worship
and workshop event ‘Holy City’
started its 2011-12 session, entitled
‘Choice Cuts’, looking at faith and
futures in a world in crisis. The
choices engaged in are not a
million miles from those Jesus
confronted: Love or apathy? Us or
them? History or herstory? Now or
then? Wealth or sufficiency?
Wholeness or hopelessness? Kirk
or Kingdom? Free or fated?

In addition to the regular event, in
November Padraig O Tuama, from
the Irish Peace Centres, led ‘Flesh of
Our Flesh: Stories of Genesis, Stories
of Us’, using poetry, discussion,
reflection, silence and interaction.

John Bell was a guest speaker at
the 2011 Greenbelt Festival, and
WGRG were involved in leading
worship, sings and workshops,
being partners in the Northern
Lights venue alongside the Iona
Community, Church Action on
Poverty, Fischy Music and the
Corrymeela Community.

Graham Maule represented WGRG
at the Solas Festival. Some of our
Holy City planning group led Friday
and Saturday late-night worship
and Graham worked with the team
who were planning the Sunday
morning communion service.

John was invited to lecture,
facilitate courses and lead
workshops at conferences,
churches, retreat centres, colleges
and seminaries in the UK, Europe
and North America. He has also
worked with the BBC’s Religion and
Ethics department on various
broadcasts.

Jo Love continued her secondment
with Cranhill Church’s ‘Out of the
Box’ faith and art project, involving
creativity in Sunday worship, Crazy
Church evenings and a variety of
primary-school-based projects. Jo is
still collaborating with the ‘Spill the
Beans’ writing team on lectionary-
based, locally-flavoured worship
resources, and has contributed to
‘Starters for Sunday’, online worship
ideas provided by the Church of
Scotland for congregations. She
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was asked back to Baljaffray
Primary School in September to
work with classes on a harvest
project, ‘Citizens of the Earth’. She
and Graham led singing at the
Faslane Easter Witness for Peace
event.

Members of the Wild Goose team
facilitated programmed weeks on
Iona in 2011: ‘It Takes Two to Tango’,
exploring the masculine and
feminine within scripture and
ourselves; ‘The Unsuspected
Shapers of Belief’, on how what we
sing and see forms our faith; ‘Make
It Flesh, Make It Real’, looking at
some crucial issues for contem-
porary Christian lifestyle; and
‘Celebrate the Seasons’, imagining
new ways of marking the
occasions and seasons of the
Christian year and our own lives.

New publications: The Splendour of
the House of God: Choral Songs for
Public Worship (anthem pack and
CD), John L. Bell & The Cathedral
Singers of Chicago. And rehearsals
have taken place for the recording
of another new CD collection.

Some comments about the work of
John L. Bell and the Wild Goose
Resource Group:

‘As one who has purchased your
“Wee Worship books” in the last few
incarnations, I would like to say
“thank you”: you have changed the
way I think about liturgy and
worship in the congregation.’ 
– Dee Talley, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

‘Your approach to leading and
teaching songs is one which I use
both in schools work and with the
church choir (most of whom don’t
read music). The weaving of music

around scripture is also something
we find to be helpful in the liturgy.
The simplicity of short songs has
particularly moved our worship into
a greater depth of prayer and partic-
ipation. Building voices and being
less concerned with instruments has
been something we have had to
develop as well, sometimes out of
necessity. But it’s actually been really
good! And these days we more often
than not find we choose Iona
Community resources or world
church resources within our
services.’ – Anne Richards, Hull

THE IONA PRAYER CIRCLE

The Prayer Circle is part of the
healing ministry of the Iona
Community, established to help
people having to cope with all that
is a barrier to health and
wholeness.

The Service of Prayers for Healing
in Iona Abbey every Tuesday at
9pm is a response to the many
requests for prayer from visitors on
the island and from many people
further afield who contact the
Abbey through phone calls and
letters. This is a simple service
during which there are prayers of
intercession for people and places
who have asked for prayer.

The Iona Prayer Circle was
established to help those in need
of prayer and support in situations
over a much longer period. The
concerns are many: chronic
sickness, difficult relationships and
those who are distressed or
tormented in many other ways.
With the help of intercessors and
sponsors, the Prayer Circle reaches
out from Iona over most of the
world. At regular intervals,

intercessors receive a list of names
and situations of people in need of
prayer. The intercessors try to pray
for the people and situations every
Tuesday evening at 9pm. In this
way they join in the prayers for
healing at the Abbey and create a
chain of prayer around the world.

MEMBERSHIP

There are currently 278 Members,
1478 Associate Members and 1183
Friends. Twelve new members were
hallowed into full membership in
August 2011.

In December the Council agreed to
set up a Membership Review Group
to consider all aspects of
membership in light of the
challenges of the continuing
increase in applications to join the
Community. It was therefore agreed
not to admit any further new
members until the Review Group
reports in 2014.

George MacLeod used to say that
the work of the Iona Community
was not only on Iona or in Glasgow
but where members are. In the
space of this short report it is
impossible to describe the
devotional life and endlessly varied
work of members across Scotland
and the rest of the UK, and further
afield. However, this may be read
about in Coracle and on the Iona
Community website.

In September a gathering of 38
Members, Associates and Friends
took place in Schoorl, the
Netherlands. Participants came
from Austria, Germany, the
Netherlands, Sweden and
Switzerland, evidence of the growth
of ‘Iona-inspired networks’ in

Continental Europe and further
afield.

The Community mourned the
deaths of two members since last
year’s Report. Revd Colin Morton
had a distinguished ministry both
in Scotland and in Jerusalem. Colin
also served as a Labour Councillor
and was an active supporter of the
Palestinian people.

Fred Riddell began his working life
as a miner, trained as a teacher,
served as a Labour Councillor and
was a visionary convener of
Nottinghamshire County Council
Education Committee for 16 years.

Their names will be added to the
list of those whom we continue to
remember with thanksgiving. 

FROM THE CONVENER OF
COUNCIL

This has been a particularly good
year to be Convener of Council.
Our agenda has been full but, for
the most part, we have had the
opportunity to discuss and decide
on new initiatives taking us
forward to, and beyond, our 75th
anniversary in 2013. Most of these
are mentioned elsewhere in this
Annual Report but I’d like to
highlight two: the Membership
Review Working Group which has
the purpose of challenging us to
reflect deeply and boldly on what
membership of the Iona
Community means in the 21st
century; and exploring the
possibility of a new Community
House in Glasgow, which would
provide opportunities to do
programme work on the mainland
in tandem with that on the islands.
We have also set up a new

partnership with the Kirkridge
Retreat Center in Pennsylvania,
which is now administering the
work of the Iona Community New
World Foundation which serves
Members, Associates and Friends
in the U.S. We hope we can
develop our links with Kirkridge
and other communities.

My great thanks, on behalf of the
Community, to all those who have
served on Council and to those
who continue. I leave the role of
Convener at an exciting and
forward-looking moment – thanks
be to God!

Carolyn Smyth

FINANCIAL REPORT 2011

Voluntary income for the year was
substantially boosted by a one-off
donation from the closure of the
Alastair Crerar Trust for the Single
Poor. The entire assets of this trust,
worth over £170,000, were given to
establish the Crerar Restricted
Fund of the Iona Community. Grant
income fell with the end of the
Jacob Project and because of a
large one-off grant to the Wild
Goose Resource Group in 2010,
while legacy income was also
much lower than usual.
Publications income held up very
well given the overall economic
climate for business, but bookings
at all the islands centres did fall,
with Abbey occupancy down from
94% to 90%, and the MacLeod
Centre down from 71% to 58%. In
response to this, we are experi-
menting with a shorter season at
the MacLeod Centre in 2012.
Income from the shop on Iona also
fell, as a result of a fall in visitor
numbers.
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Expenditure was also lower during
the year, because of tight cost
control from managers but also
some staff shortages on Iona.

Council took the decision to make a
transfer from the General Fund to a
Designated Fund for Dunsmeorach,
to recognise that the Growing Hope
Appeal had not quite managed to
raise as much money as required to
complete the work. Before this
transfer, the General Fund was
showing an increase during 2011 of
£40,000. Allowing for this transfer,
the General Fund fell by £57,324 to
£186,830.

Robert Swinfen, Support Services
Manager

The Iona Community, Glasgow. Limited Company

Reg No. SCO96243, Scottish Charity No. SC003794

Registered office: The Iona Community, 4th Floor, Savoy

House, 140 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow, G2 3DH. tel: 0141

332 6343/fax: 0141 332 1090

email:admin@iona.org.uk; website: www.iona.org.uk

The Abbey and MacLeod Centre, Isle of Iona, Argyll

PA76 6SN. tel 01681 700404. email:

ionacomm@iona.org.uk 

The Camas Centre, Ardfenaig, Bunessan, Isle of Mull,

Argyll PA67 6DX. tel 01681 700367. email:

camas@iona.org.uk

Wild Goose Publications, 4th Floor, Savoy House, 140

Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3DH. tel: 0141 332

6292/fax: 0141 332 1090. email:

admin@ionabooks.com

website: www.ionabooks.com

Wild Goose Resource Group, 4th Floor, Savoy House,

140 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3DH. tel: 0141 332

6343/fax: 0141 332 1090. email: wgrg@iona.org.uk;

website: www.ionabooks.com, www.wgrg.co.uk

Photos in Annual Report by David Coleman, Chris

Long, Jo Love, photos © the individual photographers



coracle 10
spring 2012

news

As a group of international travellers converging in Advent on the
Bethlehem Hotel, we couldn’t help thinking of those other international
visitors who once made their way to the birthplace of Jesus. In 2011, the
Magi (coming from what is modern Iran) wouldn’t have got past the
border, and would almost certainly have been arrested and placed in
administrative detention. Passing through Jerusalem via checkpoints
and barriers, we recalled that Jesus was also born under Occupation. 

We had come by invitation of leaders of the KairosPalestine Movement,
60 of us, Christians from 15 countries, representing the global South and
the U.S. and Europe. I was one of three delegates from Britain, invited
mainly because of the 2010 Methodist Conference Call to engage with
the Kairos Document. We joined our Palestinian friends, prayerfully, for
strategy, reprising the 2009 appeal to the Churches of the world to stand
with them in their non-violent struggle for freedom with justice.
Launched in Bethlehem, and entitled A Moment of Truth: A Word of Faith,
Hope and Love from the Heart of Palestinian Suffering, the Kairos
Document has in two short years inspired a global movement. 

Our group included two bishops from the Philippines and a leader of the
Indian Mar Thoma Church as well as a number of South Africans who
had been prominent in the anti-apartheid movement. They made a vital
contribution to the dialogue. Several delegates were coming to the
region for the first time and were shocked by what they saw and heard
in Bethlehem, Hebron and Jerusalem as they witnessed the physical and
psychological impact of the Occupation on Palestinian communities. 

The opening act of worship at the 7-metre-high concrete separation wall
was a deeply moving experience. We sang of God’s Advent promise of a
just peace in the coming of Christ, shared prayers in many languages,
and at the end of worship planted an olive tree in an adjoining garden.
As darkness fell we could still clearly see the nearby military watchtower,
the Aida refugee camp, and in the distance, the illegal, hilltop, fortress-
like Israeli settlement of Har Homa. 

The keynote address at the conference was given by Dr Mark
Braverman*, an American Jew from New York, a significant voice in the
emerging global Kairos movement. A clinical psychologist by profession,
he is now a full-time advocate for Kairos: ‘The Jewish narrative for today,’
he said, ‘is the Nakba (Catastrophe): the Palestinian experience of ethnic
cleansing and dispossession over the past 60 years. We must understand
what we have done and change course before it is too late. Until the story of
Palestinian suffering becomes part of the Jewish story, Israel will continue to
slide into racism and isolation.’ 

Dr Braverman, who has family roots in Jerusalem, spoke of his
‘conversion’ in 2006, when, on a family visit, his eyes were opened to the
stark injustices of the Occupation. He spoke of an oppression which is
not just physical, but mental, spiritual and emotional. He challenged the
church to be true to its prophetic calling today: ‘a church that has, so
often, in its theology, its silence and its actions, supported Israel’s tragic
yielding to the lie that violence can redeem a people from suffering’.

The theme was echoed and developed in plenary sessions and
workshops as we listened to friends from the global South sharing their
own experience of oppression and struggles for liberation. South
Africans spoke of the challenge which had come to them from

Palestinians through realising that in
their country much yet remains to
be done. As the week progressed
there was a growing sense of
solidarity among us. We began to
understand the meaning and
importance of developing a ‘Kairos
consciousness’.

The resulting ‘Bethlehem Call: Here
We Stand: Stand with Us’ (see
www.kairospalestine.ps) is an appeal
to the world’s faith communities to
stand with the oppressed against
the Israeli military Occupation, and
against the philosophy and theology
which undergirds it. The Call
resembles the ‘1985 Kairos’, calling
the Dutch Reformed Church to
repent of its support for the heresy
of apartheid South Africa, and Dr
Martin Luther King Jr’s ‘Letter from a
Birmingham Jail’ challenging the
church’s acquiescence to
segregation in the American South.
Those who read the text are asked
to do so with ‘a Kairos consciousness
and the gaze of prophetic anger’.

Against the background of a failed
peace process and the continued
expansion of settlements in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem we
were aware of the heavy weight of
history. We took heart from the
words of Martin Luther King, quoted
by Mark Braverman: ‘The arc of
history bends towards justice.’

The historic Bethlehem Call
reinforces and sharpens the
challenge of the original
KairosPalestine Document. Its vision
is of a pluralistic, inclusive,
democratic society, embracing
voices from Jewish, Muslim and
other faith traditions which affirm
and share these hopes; a vision
which involves dismantling Israeli
apartheid whilst ‘steadfastly
upholding the principle of compassion
toward the oppressor. Our demands
are in the interests of a better future
for all involved.’ It commits to
developing biblical theologies and

Bethlehem Call: the International Kairos
Palestine Conference for Global Justice 

Warren BardsleyIona Community Income & Expenditure for 2011
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I expect events like the London Olympics, which absorbs £9.3 billion of public
money and has been dominating our news since last summer, to abide by
some basic standards of propriety. The ‘spirit of the Olympics’, I am told, is all
about fair play, healthy competition and bringing the best out in people. I am
not naive, however, and I’m aware that an event of such magnitude will be
politically manipulated by those classes and groups with the power to do so.
It is perhaps not so surprising therefore that the London Olympics will be
highly commercialised, militarised and has trampled on the communities of
East London with impunity. But to have such a corrupt corporation as Dow as
their main sponsor, and provider of the prestigious ‘wrap’ for the stadium, is
an insult to the athletes, spectators and taxpayers who have put their faith in
the games’ spirit of fair play.

The biggest offence has been to the survivors of the Bhopal gas disaster. Dow
wholly owns Union Carbide, the corporation whose Indian subsidiary was
responsible for the pesticide factory which has killed well over 20,000 people
as a result of the 1984 gas leak and thirty years of contamination. Union
Carbide is wanted in Indian Courts on criminal charges but Dow refuses to
answer these, or to produce anyone from the company it acquired in 2001.
Dow is also named in cases related to compensation and remediation of the
Union Carbide site.

And Dow has form. The company was responsible for developing Napalm, a
chemical jelly which sticks to its victims and burns them to the bone, used by
the U.S. military in the Vietnam War. Another Dow product used in Vietnam is
Agent Orange, from which half a million Vietnamese children still suffer
congenital deformities. In 2002, a Nicaraguan court found in favour of banana
workers who had been unwittingly sterilised through exposure to Dow
pesticide Nemagon.

More recently, in 2007, Dow was fined for serious malpractice in the U.S. and
its subsidiary Dow AgroSciences blacklisted in India when it was convicted of
bribing Indian officials to obtain a licence for pesticides, including Dursban,
which had been banned in the U.S.

A company which has been convicted of corruption, harbours a fugitive from
justice and carries a legacy of profiting from the deaths, disfigurement and
damaged health of many hundreds of thousands of people worldwide is not
the kind of sponsor which the Olympics should entertain. So how did this
happen? This is the question which has been asked by Amnesty
International, Indian Olympians, Vietnam solidarity activists, the Bhopal
Medical Appeal and several British politicians. Barry Gardiner MP, of Labour
Friends of India, believes that there may have been irregularities in the
process which led to the adoption of Dow as sponsor of the ‘wrap’, and at the
time of writing is calling for a public inquiry.

Lorraine Close is a Scottish nurse who volunteered for six months with
Bhopal survivors. She was so furious about the Dow sponsorship that she
instigated a change.org petition to rid the London Olympics of Dow. If Dow is
not dropped it will be a stain on the Olympics. If, when you read this, Dow is
still a sponsor, please sign the petition on:

http://www.change.org/petitions/drop-dow-chemical-as-partners-for-the-
london-2012-olympic-games-bhopal l

Eurig Scandrett teaches sociology at Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh. He edited ‘Bhopal Survivors Speak:

Emergent Voices from a People’s Movement’ (www.word-power.co.uk) and is Convener of Scottish Friends of Bhopal

(sfobhopal.org). He is a member of the Iona Community.

Dow Chemicals, Bhopal and
the 2012 London Olympics In Southern Rajasthan, there is an

impressive range of hills that rises
up to 1000 metres – the Aravali
Hills, where four million tribal
people live in isolated locations.
Sixty years ago, thick forests
covered these hills; now the trees
have been cut down, and each year
during the monsoon rains the
water rushes down the hillside
leaving behind bare earth. People
live scattered across the hillsides,
surrounded by their small plots of
unproductive land. This is the area
where the ten villages of MSS
(Mahan Seva Sansthan) are
situated, the villages that Wells for
India supports through this partner
organisation. Wells for India was
founded by Mary and Nicholas
Grey nearly 25 years ago – and the
Iona Community has given
consistent support over these
years. 

We, Nicholas and I, with a few other
trustees, visited this project area in
February 2011. In the Wakal river
basin, the first impression is of
great beauty: it takes time to
absorb the truth and struggle of
the people’s lives. 

Devastating poverty

A recent survey by Save the
Children has shown that in India
5,000 children die each day. (The
total for the world is 10,000 per
day.) India is a country of great
contrasts: tremendous wealth – yet
in city slums, and in the remote
rural areas where Wells for India’s
partners operate, extreme poverty.
The people of Bansiwara – just one
of these 10 project villages –
cannot rely on the River Wakal,
which is dry for most of the year.
Lack of water, and land which has
become increasingly degraded,
means there are inadequate
supplies of food and fodder for
animals. In these hostile conditions,
it is very difficult to make a living.
But poverty is not the only
problem. This region is close to the
borders of Gujurat (the

neighbouring State) and the cotton
fields where children are regularly
taken for cotton-picking and a life
of suffering. What does this mean
in practice? This is the story of one
girl, forced to live this life.

Amari Kumari 

Amari Kumari is 15 years old, from a
very poor tribal family in Bansiwara.
She started working as a wage
labourer on cotton farms in 2009.
The income from the family’s small
piece of land is inadequate – being
completely dependent on
monsoon rain. Even when her
parents go out for other work their
total income is around £150 a year.
So Amari had to stop her education
and, at the age of 12, with several
children from her village, has been
migrating every year to Gujarat for
about two to three months, from
August to October, to do cross-
pollination activity on cotton farms.
The routine is crushing: she wakes
at 4:30am to get ready by 5:30am
to start working in the fields. For
this she gets Rs 100 per day. After
long hard labour, she returns from
the field at 7:30pm and prepares
her own dinner, simple chapattis.
On top of the hard work and poor
food, the supervisor sometimes
scolds her and uses abusive
language for slow work. 18 girls
have to share a room and to work
in the scorching heat. This routine
is violating the rights of the child. 

After two months, Amari became
sick and had to return home. Paid
Rs 5400, she gave the money to her
mother. The amount was deposited
in the bank for buying ornaments
for her marriage. Already children
have started shouldering family
responsibilities. Imagine what this
does to family life when so many
children have to leave for hard
labour. 

The solution 

What our project shows is that by
tackling water problems we can
change the far-reaching social

problems that poverty brings. So
the project at Amari Kumari’s
village – and nine others – will
provide safe, accessible sources of
drinking water for people and
livestock. MSS, working with the
villagers, will improve groundwater
levels through rainwater harvesting
measures such as gully plugs, check
dams and larger dams across the
drainage lines. So farming produc-
tivity will be increased, and health
and nutrition of the animals will
improve. Most importantly, the
capacity of communities to
manage resources and participate
in development activities will be
transformed.

What will this mean for
Bansiwara – Amari’s village?

For the first time families will have
drinking water close at hand all
year round and will be able to grow
crops, establish vegetable gardens
and plant fruit trees. Fewer children
will die from malnutrition; the
children and fathers will no longer
need to migrate for work. It is our
experience that with food and
water available, health improves;
with clean water, hygiene and
sanitation becoming available,
children are able to go to school,
community life begins to flourish,
and the women, now freed from
the daily grind of searching for
water, are able to undertake
income-generation activities.
Family life is transformed and so is
village community life.

And the good news is that this has
already started to happen!
Migration levels are dropping and
children can have a childhood
again. Our experience shows that,
yes, the desert can blossom, as the
prophet Isaiah proclaimed. l

www.wellsforindia.org 

Mary Grey is a friend of the Iona Community who

has led different weeks on Iona. She is the author of

‘A Cry for Dignity: Religion, Violence and the

Struggle of Dalit Women in India’ (Equinox), and

many other books.

Wells for India: drought, poverty and
the rights of children 

practices of non-violent resistance;
to facilitating prophetic
communities, with effective
coalitions between South-North
for prophetic action; and, in
response to our Palestinian sisters
and brothers, to intensifying our
involvement in the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
Campaign. It specifically calls for
pilgrimages to the Holy Land
which enable engagement with
the ‘living stones’ and raise
awareness of the realities of
Occupation, and, as a corollary, to
challenge travel agencies which
ignore the claims of ethical
tourism. 

This is a call to the Churches of the
world, a call to action; it underlines
the meaning of kairos: an urgent
challenge to choose. It poses
sharply the question: ‘Which side
are we on?’ Implicit is the
recognition that this depends on
the imaginative faithful power of
civil society. 

I came away from the deep
darkness settling on the land of
the Holy One convinced, with my
fellow Kairos delegates, that we
had been led to Bethlehem for a
purpose, that in the words of Alice
Walker, ‘We are the ones we have
been waiting for.’

The Bethlehem Call ends with a
Franciscan benediction which
includes these words: ‘May God
bless us with anger against injustice
… with tears to shed for those who
suffer … hands to reach out … and
may God bless us with enough
foolishness to believe that we can
make a difference.’ l

* Dr Mark Braverman will be leading a Kairos week

on Iona, with Rev Dr Naim Ateek of Sabeel, May 26

to June 1. For further details:

w.bardsley39@btinternet.com 

www.kairospalestine.ps

Warren Bardsley is a former Ecumenical

Accompanier (www.eappi.org) and is a member of

the Iona Community. His books include ‘Letters from

Jerusalem: Reflections of an Ecumenical

Accompanier’, Church in the Marketplace

Publications, ‘Against the Tide: The Story of Adomnán

of Iona’, Wild Goose Publications, and his new book

‘Dancing’, Church in the Marketplace Publications.

‘The desert shall rejoice and blossom’, Isaiah 35:1
w
w
w
.w
ellsforIndia.org

Mary GreyEurig Scandrett
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On 15 February 2003, 2 million people marched in London against an
invasion of Iraq. Many of these were present because of an implacable
Christian conviction that we are required on a personal and political level
to resolve conflict through peaceful means. I doubt if any of the protesters
could have imagined in their wildest dreams the serious human rights
violations about to be committed by UK Armed Forces and intelligence
personnel in our name. Our worst nightmares might have included the use
of cluster munitions causing indiscriminate deaths of Iraqi civilians, or
bombardments of civilian areas, or even the use of depleted uranium. I
recognise that what I write is painful to confront but what happened in
Iraq must be called to account.

The UK’s detention and interrogation policies in Iraq were not only
completely unlawful but outrageously contaminated by the fact that our
co-author of the illegal war, who became a Joint Occupier subsequently,
was the U.S. Everything that the world associates with U.S. practices and
techniques at Guantanámo Bay, Bagram Air Base, Abu Ghraib and secret
rendition sites is of a piece with UK policies and practices in Iraq. This is not
my subjective opinion or idle speculation. It is a matter of publicly
available evidence.

What are the building blocks of this assertion? First, the reader should
access the publicly available report of Sir William Gage into the death of
Baha Mousa.1 He records that the MoD had no grip on its own interro-
gation policies; that unlawful coercive interrogation techniques were
being taught to UK Tactical Questioners and interrogators before the
invasion and during the UK occupation of SE Iraq; that the five banned
techniques from internment in Northern Ireland (hooding, stress positions,
sleep deprivation, food and water deprivation, and the use of noise)
returned as Standard Operating Procedure. He notes that as early as 20
May 2003, UK battle groups had killed a number of Iraqi civilians in
custody (the number turns out to be eight). He makes 73 wide-ranging
recommendations: no more hooding, ‘harshing’ and training of coercive
techniques and many, many more. Second, the reader needs to consider
the relative narrowness of the Gage Inquiry Terms of Reference. Sir William
could only look at the context to the killing of Baha Mousa. He could not
explore the UK’s relationship with the U.S., or the practices in theatre of the
interrogators in the Joint Forward Interrogation Team.2 Nor could he look
into details of other deaths in custody, or whatever other battle groups
were doing post Baha Mousa’s death on 15 September 2003, or what
missions Special Forces were engaged in, on their own or with U.S. and
Australian Special Forces.3

Next, it is crucially important to explore the context of the recent Court of
Appeal judgment in the case of R (Ali Zaki Mousa and others) v Secretary of
State for Defence, 22 November 2011.4 This case concerns 129 Iraqi civilians
complaining that their loved ones had been killed whilst in detention with
UK Forces, or that they are victims of torture and ill-treatment at the hands
of UK Forces. The MoD’s case was that it was legally sufficient for it to
investigate all these cases through its establishment of the Iraq Historic
Allegations Team (IHAT). The Court of Appeal have ruled that IHAT is not
independent, as it must be, and the Secretary of State for Defence now has
to consider whether he can further delay the establishment of a fully
independent and public inquiry into the UK’s detention policy in SE Iraq.
The detail of the allegations made by the victims in these cases makes for
deeply unpleasant and shocking reading and includes: 

l The use of sexual techniques specifically designed to humiliate and
debase male Muslims, including forced simulated oral and anal sex, the
playing of hardcore pornography all night during Ramadan, soldiers
having sex in front of Iraqis, female interrogators shoving their genitals
and breasts into the faces of detainees, masturbation over Iraqis and so on. 

l Threats, deaths threats, threats to
rape wives, mock executions and
similar. 

l Prolonged solitary confinement,
sleep deprivation, other techniques
designed to disorientate, temperature
manipulation, the playing of music all
night and other techniques designed
to ensure that Iraqis held in incommu-
nicado detention had no idea whether
it was night or day, or what to expect
next.

When these allegations first began to
surface in 2004, the MoD fell back on
the familiar ‘few bad apples’ thesis.
That has long fallen by the wayside.
Then it assured us that it had
investigated through the Aitken
Report and that all was well. That
argument also fell into disuse years
ago. Next they said that IHAT will do
the job. The Court of Appeal now says
that is not good enough. It remains to
be seen what its next move will be. To
date, the MoD as a corporate entity
has consistently plumbed the depths
of what can be dreamt up as dirty
tricks and tactics to keep its detention
and interrogation policies from public
view. The recent convictions of two of
the murderers of Stephen Lawrence
gives my team hope that in some
circumstances, if teams of lawyers
keep at it, justice might in the end
prevail. On a personal level, I have
been hugely encouraged by the
active and ongoing support of the
Iona Community who for many years
have backed up my team’s efforts to
secure accountability for what was
done in our name in Iraq, through
independent inquiries, by public
pressure for the same. Readers sharing
my outrage may wish to consider
writing to their MP asking him or her
to demand a proper independent
inquiry into these matters.l

1. http://www.bahamousainquiry.org/report/index.htm

2. http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-

news/exclusive-secret-army-squad-abused-iraqis-

1854749.html

3. http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/07/iraq-

death-secret-detention-camp

4.http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/media/judgments/2011/

mousa-v-ssd-and-anr

Phil Shiner is a Solicitor at Public Interest Lawyers,

phil.shiner@publicinterestlawyers.co.uk. He is an

associate of the Iona Community.

Iraq: what was done in our name

for a Christian, that might not be
blasphemous, but a way of saying,
‘Only by stopping do you honour the
fact that God created us and
everything else and called us to care
and nurture it.’ So how would we
actually do that? 

I invite responses from Coracle
readers, but a possibility that occurs
to me is that we managed to muster
one million people to protest the
wicked and senseless war on Iraq
(with the results, of course, that all of
us know). Could we not muster two
million, or three million, to surround
the House of Commons and the
Parliament in Edinburgh and lay it on
the line that we care about both the
planet and future generations, and
that we do not want a government
for millionaires by millionaires (aka
‘the Coalition’) but urgent and
intelligent action to avert the
‘dangerous or extremely dangerous’
climate change the Tyndall Centre
warns us about? If we networked the
Churches, Christian Aid, Friends of
the Earth, Greenpeace, and so on,
could we not do that? James
Hansen, the NASA scientist who has
been giving the same warning for
some time now (e.g. in Storms of My
Grandchildren), says we cannot trust
governments, and calls for civil
disobedience. OK, by all means – but
we have to find a way of shouting
‘STOP!’ 

If anyone is interested in forming a
small action committee to find a way
of doing this, please email me:
T.J.Gorringe@exeter.ac.uk l

Tim Gorringe is Professor of Theology and Religion at the

University of Exeter. He is involved in the Transition Town

Movement, and is a member of the Iona Community.

In the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society for 2011 is a paper
by two scientists of the Tyndall Centre of Manchester University, Kevin
Anderson and Alice Bows. They argue that all the talk about holding
climate warming at or below two degrees is, shall we say, hot air, because
this figure has in fact already been exceeded. Where we are heading
now, they argue, is straight towards ‘dangerous or extremely dangerous’
climate change. They suggest we are on course for a figure of four
degrees and note that this would seriously affect production of staples
like rice and maize. They do not elaborate, but Mark Lynas’ Six Degrees
suggests that if we are looking at four degrees then, in the first place we
are looking at huge amounts of flooding of low-lying areas, and
consequent mass migration, and second that there would most probably
be famines which would far exceed biblical proportions. More seriously
still, as we know by now, the more warming we have the more warming
we get – climate change runs away. If we get four degrees we might get
six degrees, the same temperature as the end-Permian age, calling the
survival of any humans whatever into question. In their paper, originally
presented to DFID (Department for International Development),
Anderson and Bows say that only ‘planned austerity’, a ‘managed
recession’ could avoid this outcome. Noting the one sixth of humanity
who still live in absolute poverty they advocate something like
contraction and convergence, but they do emphasise that going for
economic growth in the rich world is to court disaster. Nicholas Stern’s
suggestions about dealing with climate change whilst maintaining
prosperity are firmly set aside. (You can access the paper by putting
‘Kevin Anderson+Climate change going beyond dangerous’ into
Google.)

So this paper was presented to DFID, but as far as I can see it has had
zero impact on government policy. Cuts are made in public funding in
the name of balancing the books, but not in the name of dealing with
climate change. Another airport for London is still seriously under
discussion. The sense of urgency and even alarm in the paper is not
shared by any public media: people still drive everywhere, fly
everywhere, build, farm and produce as if there were no threat
whatsoever. I wonder why this is. It’s not as if there are scientific papers
of equal weight disputing the findings. The popular response is to talk
about ‘denial’ but this seems debatable to me. On the one hand it seems
that people are incapable of imagining a situation which would really
threaten life as we know it, or life on earth. This is the ‘consensus trance
reality’ of which Alastair McIntosh speaks. Second, the affluent, which
includes many of us, live on Calypso’s Island, seduced by pleasure. You
only have to look at the supplements and small ads in any Sunday
newspaper to see that. Third, those who might be inclined to take the
warning seriously are the same people who are worried about inequality
and injustice at home and abroad: there is so much still to sort out, and
the thesis that a bigger cake will mean more to go round for everyone
has a certain plausibility. However you account for it, it’s clearly criminal
to ignore these warnings. So what do we do? The estimable Pam Lunn, in
her 2011 Swarthmore Lecture on these matters, ‘Costing Not Less Than
Everything: Sustainability and Spirituality in Challenging Times’, tells us
that we must appeal to the best in people, because scaring them risks
creating paralysis, resentment or denial. But the image that comes to my
mind is that you’re on a cliff and you see someone walking towards the
edge unheedingly, and about to go over the edge into a thousand-foot
fall. What do you do? You shout ‘STOP!’, at the top of your voice. Or even,
in the blasphemous parlance of today, ‘STOP, for Christ’s sake!’ But then,

STOP, for Christ’s sake! Tim Gorringe

Phil Shiner
Photo ©

 David Colem
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Since 1983, when Ann had a major
MS relapse seriously affecting her
walking abilities, we have been a
couple living with the problems a
wheelchair user meets.

Prompted by the picture of a
mobility scooter user and a young
girl on the cover of the spring 2011
issue of Coracle, David wrote a
letter to the Editor, which was
published in the autumn 2011
issue, together with an invitation to
us both to write an article
reflecting on the ‘marginalisation
that people with walking
difficulties, particularly wheelchair
users, still experience’. This we will
try to do; we will be expressing our
own experiences and thoughts,
others could probably give a
different overview.

Before being incapacitated Ann
was an Occupational Therapist and
her professional training,
experience and outlook led her to
seek to maximise her mobility and
independence, in spite of her
impairment, through the creative
use of powerchairs, manual
wheelchairs and a wheelchair
accessible vehicle (WAV). However,
these aids can be of little help
where the built environment has
not been adapted for their use or
where other people do not
appreciate that there can still be
problems which a non-impaired
person doesn’t experience (e.g.
when one is a wheelchair user and
is trying to reach into the freezer

cabinets or up to the higher display
shelves in a supermarket, or trying
to get in one’s wheelchair to the
disabled toilet when the approach
route is down a step).

It’s no good buying our own
equipment to cope with the
natural and built environmental
barriers Ann experiences as a result
of her impairment if society in
general doesn’t also see the need
to play its part in helping us
overcome these environmental
difficulties. We experience various
attitudes from our able-bodied
peers ranging from ‘I couldn’t care
less’ to a lack of forethought by
planning bodies. So the marginali-
sation of mobility-impaired people
is as much a social construct as it is
a consequence of their physical
impairment. ‘The social model of
disability identifies systemic barriers,
negative attitudes and exclusion by
society (purposely or inadvertently)
that mean society is the main
contributory factor in disabling
people. While physical, sensory,
intellectual or psychological
variations may cause individual
functional limitation or impairments,
these do not have to lead to disability
unless society fails to take account of
and include people regardless of
their individual differences’
(Wikipedia).

To illustrate this we’re giving some
of the examples of the problems
faced by us as a result of Ann being
in a wheelchair: 

Years ago access to our local bank
was up two steps. In spite of
repeated verbal and written
requests the bank claimed that
nothing could be done to improve
access because it was a listed
building. After nine months of
wrangling, the best they could do
was to fit a bell at the front door, so
that Ann could summon staff and
then carry out her banking on the
pavement. Needless to say we
transferred our account to another
bank when it made its premises

moderately accessible, and then to a
third bank when superb flat access was
provided at their local branch. Then we
were surprised recently to see that the
original bank has had the ‘listed’ steps
removed and ramped access provided
inside the building. Thus it had taken
twenty years for the thinking to change
so that what had been previously
deemed ‘impossible’ was seen as
‘possible’.

Our local hospital has just built a multi-
storey car park, but we find that Ann,
driving her WAV with the powerchair
inside, is too high up in the cab of the
vehicle to reach the ticket machine at
the entrance barrier. Nor is she able to
manage the heavy doors on her own in
the lift lobbies. She can’t use the new
park by herself and needs a carer to
accompany her, thus losing her
independence. This example shows lack
of imaginative forethought on the
planners’ part.

Disabled parking places, we often find,
are occupied by people who are not
disabled, or by disabled people who do
not need wheelchairs and can actually
use standard parking places. Thus the
specially provided wider spaces are
often not available for people who
really need them. This illustrates a lack
of concern for the needs of others less
fortunate. 

Our local church building was easily
adapted to give flat access (in spite of
its historic nature) and the interior,
including the communion rail at the
High Altar, is mostly accessible.
However for years Ann was not allowed
to approach the High Altar in her
wheelchair because it was rather
‘untidy’! It was only after a new
incumbent became aware of her wish
to receive communion alongside
others at the altar, as is the custom in
our church, that she was allowed to do
so. Now she and any other wheelchair
users in the congregation, who wish to,
can go up to the altar just like other
people. As a result of this change of
attitude, she now feels a sense of
inclusion rather than the previous
exclusion. On the other hand little

concession is made to provide
sufficient suitable wheelchair
spaces amongst the pews, in spite
of the matter being raised a
number of times over the years.
Also our church hall has no
disabled toilet; if necessary Ann has
to travel into the town centre to
use the public toilet. So all in all we
feel wheelchair users’ needs are low
on the list of priorities and they’re
somehow missing out on the
Gospel to the marginalised and
those in need, which we hear about
in church.

A couple of years ago we
celebrated our Golden Wedding,
but had great difficulty in finding a
suitable venue for a meal with our
guests. We had to make do with a
restaurant that had no disabled
toilet. With hindsight this was a
mistake because it was difficult for
Ann and even more so for our
daughter, who also has MS and is a
wheelchair user, because she had a
fall in the cramped toilet where it
became difficult to help her. We
also had to take our own portable
ramps to access part of the facilities
on offer, because the restaurant did
not provide any. Maybe adaptation
of the toilets would have required
unreasonable building alterations,
but the fact that the management
had not thought to have portable
ramps available suggested that
such alterations had not even been
considered.

Ann and I stayed on Iona about ten
years ago. The island has consid-
erable family and spiritual signif-
icance for us; we enjoyed our stay
and found the Abbey church well-
ramped and accessible; a great
encouragement. However, we were
disappointed by the fact that we
were excluded from the social
gathering following worship
because it was in an inaccessible
venue. Suitable overnight
accommodation was not easy to
find but we were fortunate to be
given permission to take Ann’s
WAV, with all her equipment, on to
the island and this made the
impossible possible. However, we
had a time-consuming and

disheartening hunt before we
located a suitable overnight
charging place for her powerchair.
These problems wouldn’t have to
be faced by people not needing
disabled-friendly facilities.

Public transport is always a
problem. Ann’s powerchair will not
fit on the current buses in our area;
they can cope with manual
wheelchairs but Ann, whose arms
are weak, then needs a carer to
accompany her. Her carer would
usually be David but his heart
problem prevents him from
pushing the wheelchair uphill from
the bus stop back home. Train
travel is possible, but detailed
arrangements have to be made
beforehand, 48 hours in advance,
and these do not always result in a
trouble-free journey because the
arranged assistance sometimes
does not materialise. Our local
station has no wheelchair access,
but has good disabled parking; the
alternative nearest wheelchair
accessible station has no disabled
parking. London Underground has
very few wheelchair accessible
stations. Travel providers, probably
for financial reasons, don’t put
wheelchair access high on their
agenda. 

It doesn’t help the social psyche
that much of the media and our
present government portray
disabled people in general as
‘benefit scroungers’; yet ‘according
to the DWP’s own figures, fraud on
disability benefits is relatively low
with Incapacity Benefit fraud at 1%
and DLA at 0.5%’ (Disability Now,
Issue 48, Oct 2011, p.19). There can
be, in fact, considerable extra costs
involved in trying to live a ‘normal’
life when one has a physical
disability. 

Maybe it is asking too much for
wheelchair users to expect to be
able to decide, as able-bodied
people do, to visit somewhere or
go on a trip and with the minimum
of planning be confident that there
will be good access and facilities. It
is this opportunity for disabled
people to have similar equality of
access to goods, services and

facilities as that available to non-
disabled people that is the core of the
DDA legislation, but the legislation
does not compel if adjustments to
comply are considered unreasonable.
So the marginalisation experienced by
disabled people cannot be corrected
by merely enacting legislation; there
needs to be a serious shift in the
attitude of society as a whole.

In much that is in the examples here it
can be appreciated that, although there
are physical barriers in our environment
that militate against people with
physical impairments, it would often be
quite possible to find ways of
surmounting these if people
responsible for particular environments
understood the difficulties and
restrictions these cause in disabled
people’s lives and made it a priority to
effect changes necessary to overcome
them.

We have given a few examples of
marginalising problems we’ve
encountered because Ann relies on a
powerchair and WAV; we could give
many more, but we would like to end
on a hopeful note by mentioning some
really good provision we have
experienced, making us feel included
and valued because people have
thought enough about our needs to
provide and care for us.

There’s a fantastically well-thought-out
bungalow for disabled people at Salen
on Mull, and one of the best disabled
toilets we’ve used is on the seafront at
Tobermory; it compares well with the
excellent toilets at the Royal Opera
House. The National Trust and other
similar organisations are continually
improving access to wheelchair
suitable paths in our countryside, so we
can get out more and enjoy a good
‘walk’. There is at least one charity in
Britain that lets out, at reasonable
prices, a small number of holiday
houses fully adapted for disabled
people. So the environment, both
natural and built, can be made more
accessible for all, where there is the will
to do so; improvements are taking
place all the time but there is a long
way to go to reach real equality of
opportunity. l

David Norman is an associate of the Iona Community. 

Ann Norman is a Friend.

Experiences of life in a wheelchair
Ann and David Norman
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On the 29th day of the month members and associates of the Iona
Community pray for basic Christian communities around the world,
among them, the Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center in Bangor,
Pennsylvania. 

Kirkridge is set in the Appalachian Mountains on the Appalachian trail,
overlooking the Lehigh and Delaware valleys to the south and the
Pocono Mountains to the north. It is, in its own way, a ‘thin place’. Its
founder, John Oliver Nelson, was inspired by the Iona Community to
establish this centre: 

‘In 1942, during a war, 15 “Hungry Men” met in Princeton for quiet and
seriousness about this problem: Christians in social action (most of that
group) weren’t praying, whereas Christians praying seemed unconcerned for
justice (war, race, work, riches). They glowed to hear how this impasse was
being tackled by the Iona Community in Scotland, which George MacLeod
had started in 1938. They shook hands on a picket-and-pray fellowship, and
began reporting quarterly on a Rule which linked serious daily prayer and
frugality with social witness.’ 1

In September 2010, there was a pilgrimage from Kirkridge to Iona.
Among the group were myself and Kathleen Roney, both members of
the Board of Kirkridge.

Kathleen has written about her experience of Iona in the Kirkridge
Ridgeleaf:

… Through the decades many of us have had the privilege and the joy of
travelling to Iona. We have walked the seashores, climbed the hills, prayed in
the ancient cathedral, walked among the tombstones of ancient kings and
queens, and had time to search out the Spirit. Iona is a place where, legend
says, the veil is thinnest between this world and the next. 

My first trip to Iona was 25 years ago. It had a profound effect on me. And I
was blessed to be able to come home and find that Kirkridge holds many of
the same mysteries as Iona. The Celts believe that all land is sacred and that
we must walk on that land gently and with reverence. So, too, is the land of
Kirkridge: ancient before time. The sacred land here has been bathed by
rivers of tears; enlightened by hours of laughter. The land itself is healing. As
we arrive here broken and exhausted, we find hope and new direction for
our lives …2

Aside from the excitement of being on Iona and worshipping in the
Abbey, there was the hope that Kathleen and I would have an
opportunity to share with Leader Peter Macdonald the story of the
connections between Kirkridge and Iona. John Nelson, recalling the
beginnings of Kirkridge, enjoyed telling about the building of the large
fireplace at Nelson Lodge. Stonecutters came from Iona to stay with the
fledgling community, who were themselves devoted to combining work
and worship. Half a century later we enjoy the beauty and warmth that
their skilled hands provided, gathering in a wide variety of groups
around that hearth. 

The first time I ever heard about Iona was when a former pastor came
back from her own pilgrimage and shared the liturgy of the Abbey. I was
captivated. John Bell’s music and the earthiness of the words drew me in.

So the opportunity to travel to Iona
and to actually worship in the
Abbey had been a dream of mine
for a long time. But having heard so
many stories of the island, I was
careful not to expect too much. But
the reality of Iona was a blessing.
The stark landscape, the water
surrounding us, the wind blowing
continuously, all came together to
provide a somewhat different
experience from what I was
expecting, but was in no way a
disappointment. Walking to the
Abbey twice a day for prayers,
sitting in the Abbey, listening to the
music and hearing the liturgy was
balm to my soul.

Hiking the island, first with my
husband and then on the
pilgrimage with Peter Macdonald,
was healing as well. Each stop, with
a story and a prayer, expanded my
understanding of the history of Iona
and the power of the environment.
The stop at the only crossroad on
Iona was especially significant. Peter
said something to this effect: 

‘We find ourselves at a place of
transition. Either something has
already happened or will soon
happen. The answer isn’t on Iona, it is
where we live out our lives, but Iona
helps us get clarity. Sometimes we
take the wrong path, but God walks
with us even in the wrong direction
and makes it a worthwhile walk.’ 

Several times in various situations
on Iona I heard the phrase: ‘You are
on Iona at this time for a reason.’

I cannot help but believe that I was
blessed to travel to Iona for a
reason, and that it may in some very
important way be related to what is
happening at Kirkridge right now. It
is my vision that our pilgrimage was
a reconnection with our roots,
which are firmly planted on Iona.
The sense of mission, of moving out
from the Abbey and off the island to

places like Glasgow and beyond;
the Rule of the Iona Community,
with its emphasis on prayer and
scripture, accountability for the
use of our time and financial
resources; the understanding that
justice and peace are at the core
of what motivates us all, all of
these concepts are celebrated at
Kirkridge as well. During our
conversations, Peter, Kathleen and
I realised that the histories of the
Iona Community and Kirkridge are
closely intertwined, with a deep
spirituality of worship and prayer,
justice and peace permeating
both communities. 

After our visit in 2010, Peter made
a pilgrimage to Kirkridge in
January 2011, with an idea. That
idea has now found its form in the
new partnership between the
Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center
and the Iona Community.

The partnership begins with the
very practical ways that Kirkridge
can assist the New World
Foundation in processing the
Associates’ renewals every year.
But it quickly expands to joint
programming to be offered at
Kirkridge, led by Iona leadership,
and annual pilgrimages to Iona
from the U.S., led by Kirkridge
leaders. Beyond this are the
dreams of Iona Community
members and associates in the
U.S. of creating the small Family
Groups that are available in Britain
and Continental Europe.

The prayers and spiritual ethos of
Kirkridge reflect the connection of
John Oliver Nelson’s mountain to
the isle of Iona: simple liturgies,
love of the earth, the sharing of

food and song, and the living out
of the life of prayer in ongoing
community and action for peace
and justice. This legacy comes to
us from Columba, from a Scottish
pastor and from the vision of a
young Presbyterian minister from
Pittsburgh.

One of our prayers says: ‘Nourish us
now with the common bread of
your grace. Shape with your hands
the witness of this quiet company.’
As we draw closer to the Iona
Community we can keep in mind
those early artisans who built us a
fireplace, and those faithful people
across the sea whose prayers have
been part of our sustenance to
this day. l

A Kirkridge prayer

Almighty God, known in our silence
and entreated in our hunger for you,
nourish us now with the common
bread of your grace. Shape with
your hands the witness of this quiet
company, that our ministry may be
Christ's own life in our day. Bestow
your serenity and clean strength on
each member of this circle, granting
us honest work and steadfast
friendship in you. Deepen, O God,
your intention for our life in your
Spirit. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

John Oliver Nelson

Some Upcoming Kirkridge/Iona Community

programmes and pilgrimages:

Kirkridge, May 21-24, 2012: ‘Doing Worship

Differently’, led by John L. Bell

Kirkridge, June 4-7, 2012: ‘Justice and Obedience:

Words and a Rule from Iona’, led by Alison Swinfen:

Writer, gardener, piper, poet and regular interna-

tional keynote speaker, Alison has a commitment to

Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center and
the Iona Community: a new partnership

hospitality, healing and intercultural justice for asylum

seekers and refugees. She is a member of the Iona

Community, living and working in Glasgow.

Kirkridge, July 27-29, 2012: ’A retreat with Ched Meyers:

Revising Our Economic Story and Practices: the Pastoral

and Prophetic Dimensions of Sabbath Economics’. Ched

Myers is an activist theologian who has worked in

social change movements for three and a half decades.

He is a popular educator with Bartimaeus Cooperative

Ministries who animates scripture and issues of

discipleship, peace and justice ‘at the intersection of the

seminary, the sanctuary and the streets’. Ched speaks

throughout North America and has published widely

(see www.ChedMyers.org).

June 30-July 6, 2012, Circle of Trust on Iona, hosted by

Jean Richardson

July 7-13, 2012, Iona pilgrimage, hosted by Jean

Richardson and Tillie Chase, Associate member of the

Iona Community

October 15-26, 2012, ‘Pilgrimage to the Land of the

Bible’, hosted by Rev. Kathleen Roney, Associate member

of the Iona Community, and Fr. David Straut

Notes:

1. From ‘Go Tell It on the Mountain: Stories of Kirkridge,

1942-1992’, Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center, Bangor,

Pennsylvania, 1992

2. Kathleen Roney, extract from the Kirkridge

‘Ridgeleaf’, Fall 2010.

Photos:

Left to right: 

Kirkridge in the winter © Kirkridge Retreat and Study

Center

George MacLeod and John Oliver Nelson, outside of the

Relig Oran on Iona © Kirkridge Retreat and Study

Center 

Iona Abbey and St Martin’s Cross © David Coleman

www.kirkridge.org

www.iona-nwf.org

Tillie Chase is a pastor in Easton, P.A. and is an

associate of the Iona Community.

Tillie Chase

w
w
w
.kirkridge.org



19 coracle
spring 2012
feature

coracle 20
spring 2012

news

Not long ago I spent two unusually warm autumn months on a long-
distance cross-country walk, following the acoustic footprint of the M62
Trans-Pennine motorway from Hull back home to Liverpool. I didn’t regard
it this way at the time, but in retrospect I can accept that it was a sort of
pilgrimage. A pilgrimage in everyday life.

The idea came from my growing conviction that it was possible to see
‘heaven in the ordinary’, and that it is desirable, even essential, to look
closely for it at all times, expecting to find traces of the divine in the details
of daily life. I had become convinced of the psychic damage being done to
us all by our society’s obsession with the extraordinary, the spectacular, the
successful, the huge (an obsession to which many Christians are by no
means immune), and I was keenly aware of scripture’s persistent
suggestion that God is a God of small things, especially in the teachings of
Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount and his numerous parables about
mustard seeds, lost coins, food, clothes and ordinary creatures.

I was making these discoveries whilst taking walks around an ex-
corporation housing estate on the edge of the big city where I lived,
sometimes in company and in conversation with others, sometimes alone,
looking at the details of life as lived on the ground, looking for God in the
gaps. One consequence of these wanderings was that over many months I
found myself composing meditations on the meaningfulness in life to be
found in our interactions around such objects as wheelie bins, bus
shelters, traffic lights and shopping trolleys. After all this, I was ready for a
long walk, a slow meander across the post-industrial North of England, a
search for heaven in the ordinary places alongside the M62, a pilgrimage
in daily life. I was not disappointed.

It is liberating, to purge oneself of prejudices about certain types of places
and people, to remove from oneself any preconceptions about spirituality
as sanctioned by purveyors of pilgrimage, and about the limited range of
activities which will bring oneself closer to the divine. It is a joy to discover
that your spirit can grow not just in so-called thin places, but in places
thick with carbon smoke: motorway service stations, for instance, which
are the arenas for thousands of meaningful human encounters each day,
refuelling stops for people on significant journeys, places of work for many,
leisure destinations for those who live locally to them. Roger Green spent
two years immersing himself in the life of South Mimms Services on the
M25; his Destination Nowhere is a fascinating read, which inspired me to
make the Travelodges and Days Inns of the M62 my home for days on end
whilst on my journey. The generously-lit space of Cafe Primo became my
living room: people-watching from the perfect comfort of a well-propor-
tioned leather armchair, ready for unexpected occasional conversations,
and enrichment.

In town centres the focus appears to be entirely on retail activity, but
eating my chicken wrap lunch whilst sitting on a pivoting metal seat
outside Marks and Spencer in Castleford I noticed that there is far more
going on: that shopping isn’t merely a series of dry economic transactions,
it’s what people do to meet other people in places like this. I came to
understand newsagents shops as being hubs for the exchange of news
and views; shop-fronts as bases for hoped-for encounters between
occasional friends. In Goole I saw a husband, wife and newsagent share
some gentle teasing, two ex-colleagues of different ages and genders
having a warm ‘catch-up’ conversation outside Iceland, and a young
woman enjoying showing her new baby to a friend who was equally

delighted to hold the child –
incongruously so, he being a
generously tattooed punkish person.
In the crisp September air outside the
Co-op I warmed to shopping.

Even in the monstrously-proportioned
Trafford Centre, entirely focussed on
the business of merchandising, I
sensed the human spirit present
beneath the glittering lights.
Delighting in the dissident extrav-
agance of being there and not
purchasing a thing, I spent a day at The
Trafford Centre with my notebook,
composing revised versions of the
Lord’s Prayer, as seen from the
perspectives of the shoppers and the
shop workers juggling their hopes and
dreams through checkout counters
and workplace interactions.

In taking on this sort of walk you find
yourself adopting a visionary’s eye.
Trudging through the industrial
estates of Warrington and Wakefield, I
might have felt in the company of
Blake and Bunyan, expecting to see
heavenly visions in improbable places
(shepherds working beneath
motorway flyovers, people queuing up
like eager communicants to receive
free handouts at the Manchester city
centre Food and Drink Festival). In
Goole one night I awoke in a hot sweat
in a grimy B&B above a Chinese
restaurant where, in the sepia shadow
cast on the wall by streetlights filtering
through net curtains, I saw a cloaked
figure with a crown on its head,
looking somewhat like a nativity-play
Magi. This figure felt like a quietly
welcoming spirit. In my state of altered
consciousness it didn’t take me long to
decide who this kindly visitor was. I
gave this shape a name: the Goodly
Spirit of Goole, and the next day (the
ghost having disappeared in the
daylight) I went in search for it around
the town; successfully – I found it in
many places where people gathered
and went about their business,
amicably, warmly.

The pilgrimage in everyday life is
possible for anyone willing to open the
eyes of their hearts to the latent divine

in the midst of the normal. Besides
the sanctioned mystics in our
tradition, and the three who
walked the road to Emmaus, I
found myself inspired on the
journey by the likes of Iain Sinclair,
whose London Orbital describes his
trudge around the M25, exploring
the hinterland of London in the
year 2000, and Nick Papadimitriou
who spends his days investigating
the ‘deep topography’ of places like
Leytonstone: ‘other lands woven into
our land’.

A century ago a man called Charles
Hurst walked south out of
Manchester laden with a big box of
acorns which he planted as he
made his way through the English
Midlands. A man on a mission,
Hurst felt that there weren’t
enough oak trees in England and
he set about to put that right,
recording his journey in a
publication he called The Book of
the English Oak. His philosophy is
perfect for the pilgrim in everyday
life. Having become proficient in
‘the gentle art of strolling’, Hurst
wrote, ‘I can now perform a feat
which I believe few town-bred men
could accomplish with ease of grace:
that is, to walk a good English mile in
an hour.’ ‘The great secret,’ he wrote,
‘is sympathy both with humanity
and nature, and this sympathy will
open the eye and the ear to sights
and sounds that the indifferent
would miss. A rambler in the proper
frame of mind can see a complex
world in each clear pool of a brook:
or he can regard the tumbling ocean
as a mere moisture covering a
portion of a whirling atom of dust.’ 

Walking with deliberate slowness,
with attentiveness to people, places
and things, and with a genuine
openness to any possible
encounters with the divine – this is
the way of the pilgrim in everyday
life. l

John Davies is a vicar of five churches in West Devon.

His book ‘Walking the M62’ is available from

Lulu.com, and can be read in blog form at:

johndavies.typepad.com/walking_the_m62

(The above reflection is taken from ‘Living Letters of

the Word’, Wild Goose Publications, 2012,

www.ionabooks.com)

In March 2012, as I was beginning work on this edition of Coracle, I e-mailed
some Iona Community folk (members, associates and friends), almost at
random, asking for a few sentences about what they were working at and for
any greetings or messages to fellow-Community folk. I said that I wanted to
stress the Community’s global connections and our gathered and scattered-
ness; and quoted Kathy Galloway, who wrote: ‘The Community is both a
worldwide movement – with members and groups everywhere from Malawi to
Michigan, from Cumbria to Cuba and from Perth, Scotland to Perth, Australia –
and a movement rooted in local realities.’ Here are folk’s responses: a
combination of radical witness and of people doing their bit, as members of
Christ’s Body, to help build the Kingdom (Ed.):

Sally Beaumont, Glasgow: I take in asylum seekers. Both men and women
have come from Iraq, Eritrea, Afghanistan, China, Iran, Latvia, Somalia,
Zimbabwe and Guinea. I entrust my home to them, as they entrust
themselves to me. Together we share different cultures, different languages,
different faiths and no faith. If I had not attempted to follow our Rule, with
time, resources, hospitality, prayer and Bible reading and seeking peace
founded on justice, I would have missed out on moments I will long treasure.

John Dillon, USA: The New World Foundation Board is working well: we are
using Google+ to hold virtual meetings, which makes us more geograph-
ically representative across the USA and opens the possibility of being more
active for the Iona Community.

At a congregational level we are the only LGBT-affirming Presbyterian
congregation in Illinois, outside of Chicago. With unanimous Session support
we are about to perform our first Civil Union in the Sanctuary. Also, we have
become aware that our local county jail is the holding area for all
immigration detainees in five States. Several of our members, including me,
are participating in a ministry to the detainees, who have no right to legal
representation, family visits or outside assistance, other than spiritual
support.

Israel Nelson, Alaska: I continue to work in real estate and at completing
substance abuse assessments for a local treatment centre. I’m also still
serving as Case Manager at Family Promise, a homeless shelter for children
and their parents. The Jim White House Project
(www.jimalaskawhitehouse.com) is only $1000 from being completed, so I'm
trying to complete that project. I am Volunteer Coordinator for our local
Habitat for Humanity chapter. We will be building a house for a family this
summer. I continue participation in Presbytery of Yukon, Presbyterian Church
(USA) as a retired Teaching Elder. I am hoping to attend the seminar at
Kirkridge at the time of St Columba’s Day. Thanks to all the members and
associate members who contributed to the Jim White House Project – we
could not have done it without you. It is wonderful to be part of the
Community, which continues to witness to God’s love and acceptance of all
people. 

June Walker, Malawi: I am fascinated to be linking up the Mollison
principles of permaculture – from the application of the First Ethic (Care of
the Earth) to the Second Ethic (Care of People), leading to the Third (Share
the Surplus) – to the spirituality of John Philip Newell’s prayerbook for peace,
Praying with the Earth. A wee word: permaculture can be practised anywhere
and everywhere. It consists of local knowledge and common sense at
ground level – that’s all!

Reinhild Traitler, Zurich:We from the Swiss Iona Group are struggling, not
for the first time, with how to connect things spiritual and things political. In
January 2012 we organised – together with some members of the Occupy

‘Together we can get there!’
The M62: a pilgrimage in everyday life
John Davies
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Movement and the Zurich City
Church – a prayer vigil around the
World Economic Forum in Davos.

We are a solid group of 15+
members, and celebrated our
seventh anniversary in December
2011. We are proud that Daniel
Meier, who co-founded that group,
is now Deputy Director of the
island centres on Iona. If ever you
pass by on the ninth of any given
month, do come and join us for
food, discussion, liturgy and, if
needed, a bed!

Elisabeth C. Miescher, Switzerland:
Palestine and the ongoing stealing
of land worries me a lot. As a
former Ecumenical Accompanier, I
want to be informed, and I hear
bad news from people I know. I
continue to pray for Israel’s army
and government. 

I look to biblical texts of hope,
mainly in the Hebrew Bible, the
Bible of Jews and Christians. My
Family Group (2 members, 4
associates and 2 friends) has been
a great help. We meet on Saturdays,
five times a year, as a scattered
group of trust. I send all associates,
friends and members our warm
greetings. Love and peace.

Helen Boothroyd, England: Still
enjoying my two diverse jobs in
ecumenical social responsibility
work. When I feel what I do is never
enough it heartens me to think of
all you other Iona Community folk
out there also doing your bit to
make the world a place of justice
and peace. Together we can get
there!

Helene Egnell, Sweden: The
Swedish Iona-inspired Network had
its winter meeting January 20,
gathering 20 members (out of 40,
not a bad attendance). Instead of
electing one steering committee,
we now have several Working
groups. One will be in charge of the
summer meeting, which will focus
on ‘peace’. Another group will start
planning the ‘Iona Continentals
Meeting’ in 2013, and yet another
group will work on ‘sustainable
living’ issues. 

There are three Family Groups right

now, two in Stockholm and one in
Uppsala, and we would like to
encourage more groups to form.
We are developing our website:
www.ionasverige.se, and members
and supporters keep contact
through our Facebook page as
well.

Graeme Brown, Orkney: Equality,
justice, fairness are at last now high
on the agenda of politicians. The
book to read on this is Richard
Wilkinson and Kate Pickett's Spirit
Levelwhich offers a vision of why
equality is better for everyone – an
idea big enough to change political
thinking. That’s what I am doing –
trying to get a word at local
gatherings about this here in
Orkney and beyond.

Yousouf Gooljary, London: I am
working with a diocesan minority
ethnic church group trying to
analyse some of the causes of the
summer riots, and to develop a
churches’ response in the London
area. We are also promoting the
idea of youth work initiatives in
local churches to provide good
alternatives for young people.

Toni Bennett, Wales:As an
Anglican priest with three rural
parishes just on the Welsh side of
the border with England, I struggle
to engage my mostly elderly
congregations with environmental
issues and the wider world. There is
a very good Montgomery energy
group in one of my parishes which
engages with issues of sustain-
ability. They are working with me to
help me reduce my carbon
footprint, which I did by 13% last
year. 

Peggy Goldsmith and Jim Tulip,
Australia: The Wellspring
Community in New South Wales
hosted a forum on ‘The common
good: What is happening to a “fair
go” in Australia? How are Christians
responding?’, on Sunday 4th March
in Sydney. This forum was a prelude
to next year’s biennial Wellspring
Community Gathering in Sydney in
April 2013, when Jan Sutch Pickard
will be visiting us.

Members and friends of Wellspring

Community have greatly enjoyed the
Advent messages in Good News of
Great Joy: Advent Readings from
Around the World (Wild Goose).With
our fond regards, Peggy and Jim

Willie Salmond, Uganda: 31 years
ago, Anne and I had our honeymoon
on Islay and then went by boat to
Iona, where I became a member of
the Iona Community. Since then our
lives have been mainly in Africa, first
of all with the Presbyterian Church of
Ghana and then with international
development agencies. Today we are
both associates of the Community. 

Although not often on Iona, it is
helpful to imagine being in the
Abbey or alone in St Columba’s
Shrine with the candle and large
Bible. A place of calm and ease, which
is what we need in the midst of a
world of chaos and disease.

My work with Elizabeth Glaser
Pediatric AIDS Foundation takes me
to six African countries and I have just
returned from the huge chaotic city
of Kinshasa in D.R. Congo, where we
are beginning a programme for the
elimination of pediatric AIDS.

Today Anne received an e-mail from
the Texan foundation which funds
her work with children and
teenagers. ‘Your children have been
touched by an angel,’ they said. We all
need encouragement, and the Iona
link is part of that encouragement for
us all. Prayer does not know borders,
and you don't need a visa or, in the
case of Kinshasa Airport, a $50 exit
fee to go in and out of prayer. The
Iona Community is a community of
prayer without borders.

Anne Salmond, Uganda: For the past
8 years I have received generous
funding from a Texan youth
development foundation, mainly for
sending disadvantaged children to
school. Shelter and vocational
training have also been part of this
programme. Literacy and a stable
roof over your head are never
underestimated here. 

I meet with grandmothers a lot, as
they have in their care grandchildren
orphaned as a result of the HIV virus.
My message – apart from ‘Go,
granny!’ – comes from the Bishop of

Namirembe Cathedral in his
Christmas morning sermon. It had
poignancy for us, as we are leaving
Africa after 31 years – longer than
we have lived anywhere else: ‘For I
know the plans I have for you, says
the Lord, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you a future and a
hope’ (Jeremiah 29:11).

Jan Maasen, the Netherlands: At
this time of year I am very involved
in promoting the Lent Campaign of
Vastenaktie, the Dutch sister
organisation of SCIAF, CAFOD and
Church Aid. In our diocese we want
to hold a Lent estafette: on each
day of Lent one parish fasts for one
day or part of the day and
organises one or more activities.
Most of the fundraising is aimed for
a development project in Ethiopia.
The Wednesday is a very popular
day for organising a solidarity meal.

The Dutch Iona Group will be
organising a weekend in May.

Roddy Cowie, Ireland:My aim in
life is to reconcile the way we
understand science and the
physical world with the richness of
our experience (including the
experience of Christ’s presence). I
have spent the last few decades
working at it from two angles. One
(professional, as a Professor of
Psychology) is through academic
research on the way apparently
subtle aspects of experience (like
emotion) tie up with our
understanding of humans as
physical beings with tasks to do
(especially tasks that are too urgent
or too complex to leave to
deliberate thought). The other
(amateur) is through songs,
sermons and other writing trying
to capture a sense of spiritual life as
something that is perfectly
consistent with reason and
everyday experience:
http://sites.google.com/site/roddyc
owie/home

Paul Nicolson, London: I am Chair
of the Zacchaeus 2000 Trust
(www.z2k.org), employing lawyers
supporting volunteers working
with around 200 vulnerable and
impoverished debtors tangled in
the welfare system, particularly

those suffering the rent arrears
because of the Housing Benefit caps
in central London.

I started Taxpayers Against Poverty
on Friday 17th February, 2012 with a
letter in The Guardian asking people
to e-mail me on taxpayersagainst-
povertytap@gmail.com to join;
around 200 have, including Professor
Baroness Lister and Professor Lord
Smith of Clifton. As a taxpayer I
object to being used by Ministers as
a stick to beat the poorest citizens,
trying to justify imposing
unmanageable rent arrears on them.
Please sign our e-petition: ‘London
tenants unfairly treated by Housing
Benefit and Universal Credit caps’:
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petition
s/25438 

With love and peace 

Joyce Muir, Singapore: ‘Mingalabar’
(‘Hello’ in Burmese). I'm currently
spending my time between
Singapore (where Gordon is in his
last two years of school) and
Rangoon/Yangon (where Ken is now
living and working). I recently met a
music teacher from the Myanmar
Institute of Theology (MIT) and sent
her greetings from the Iona
Community, telling her that the
country and its people are in our
prayers. Ken and I donated some
Wild Goose CDs and music books to
the MIT, for which they were very
grateful, and they have started using
them in the music department.
Looking forward to June-August:
back in Scotland this year and seeing
family and friends.

Peter Millar, Scotland:

A Prayer for Our Times: 

Challenging God, may we, as a
Community, continue to follow you
into the hard places of political
involvement, of peacemaking, of
embracing the earth, of making our
voice heard in the marketplace, of
refusing to tame your Gospel in a
world of easy compromise. l

‘Prayer does not know borders, and you don't need a visa or, in the case
of Kinshasa Airport, a $50 exit fee to go in and out of prayer. The Iona
Community is a community of prayer without borders …’

WILD GOOSE PUBLICATIONS
NEW PUBLICATIONS

Living Letters of the Word: Readings and
Meditations from the Iona Community, Neil
Paynter (ed) (book) £11.99 (plus post and

packing) 
Daily readings for four months from a wide range of
contributors within the Iona Community, including
Warren Bardsley, John L. Bell and the Wild Goose
Resource Group, Ruth Burgess, Ian M. Fraser, Kathy

Galloway, Tom Gordon, John Harvey, Peter Macdonald,
Joy Mead, Peter Millar, J. Philip Newell, Jan Sutch Pickard,
Rosemary Power, Eurig Scandrett, Alison Swinfen, Iain

Whyte, Brian Woodcock and many others. These
reflections, prayers, poems, songs can be used for group

or individual reflection and are intended to inspire
positive action and change.

God in the Dark, Peter Longson (book) £10.99
(plus post and packing)

What becomes of faith in God when bad stuff happens?
How do we react when we realise that, for all its glories,
this world can be a dark, dangerous and disappointing

place?

We may decide that God is no longer to be trusted, or
continue with a form of belief that is at odds with our
experience of life. Or we may choose the most risky and
difficult option: trying to build a Christian understanding
that looks the facts full in the face whilst holding on –

for dear life – to belief in a God of love.  

Half-wishing that he had never known the spurious
comfort of a religion that promised so much and

seemed to deliver so little, the author sets out on the
lonely road of re-examining his faith. He discovers early
on that we must seek God first in the mess of life, in

whatever most perplexes us – in short, we must look for
God in the very place where he is apparently absent. 

This rock which is the earth is a hard place, in all senses.
In sharing his experiences to encourage other ‘battered

Christians’, Peter Longson’s honest, unflinching
exploration of the nature of evil and its consequences
for life and faith leads him to some surprising and
liberating conclusions about the nature of God.

50 New Prayers from the Iona Community, Neil
Paynter (ed) (book) £8.99 (plus post and packing)

Prayers from young and old and from folk
around the globe – from Glasgow to Cincinnati, from
Malawi to Alaska, including Ian M. Fraser, John Harvey,

Peter Millar, Yvonne Morland, Chris Polhill, Thom
Shuman, Brian Woodcock, the Wild Goose Resource

Group and others. 

A pocketbook of prayers that might be used in a daily
discipline, many on the concerns of the Iona Community

– poverty and economic justice, welcome and
hospitality, interfaith dialogue, church renewal,
peacemaking … A prayer book to use in church

worship, and to carry in your coat or handbag out into
the world: to connect with the still small voice in the

midst of the busyness and babble; to root yourself firmly
in the Word. Also includes a helpful ‘scrapbook’ of

thoughts on prayer from many sources.

TO ORDER: 0141-332-6292 
admin@ionabooks.com
www.ionabooks.com

‘When I feel what I do is never enough it heartens me to think of all you other Iona Community folk out there

also doing your bit to make the world a place of justice and peace. Together we can get there! …’
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A touching place:
news and letters
‘ORAL HISTORY PROJECT’ BLOG

Wild Goose Publications have
developed blog pages relating to
Outside the Safe Place: An Oral History of
the Early Years of the Iona Community,
by Anne Muir, and the oral history
project. So if you have any stories,
memories and photos relating to the
early years, go to:
http://www.ionabooks.com/blog/

(And don’t forget – you can purchase
gift certificates from Wild Goose
Publications for books, CDs and
downloads – a perfect birthday
present: www.ionabooks.com)

NEWS FROM THE NEW WORLD
FOUNDATION AND KIRKRIDGE �

The Annual meeting of the NWF will
take place at the Kirkridge Retreat and
Study Center on June 6th – all
associates welcome!��

‘ASANTE’ FROM KENYA

From Membership Secretary, Lynn
Harper-Baldwin:

‘Asante’ is Swahili for ‘thank you’. In
2011 I received a donation from the

Associates’ Common Fund which
was put towards new desks and
chairs for kids at the Michael James
School in Chaurembo, Kenya. Being
sponsors of a little boy and girl
near this area, this is one of the
charities we support. Iona
Community associates were only
too pleased to help.Thanks!
www.holacharity.org.uk

IONA ASSOCIATES – LONDON
GATHERING

From Colin and Grace Baldock:

The ‘Iona Associates – London
Gathering’ was formed in 2011 to
provide the opportunity for
Associate Members, Youth
Associates, Friends of the Iona
Community and their guests living
in London and the surrounding
counties to meet on a regular basis
and discuss Iona Community-
related topics. We want to raise the
profile of the Iona Community in
London and the surrounding
counties.

The boundaries are ‘fuzzy’ so that
people living in and around
London, e.g. Kent, Essex, Surrey,
Berkshire, can join the ‘London
Gathering’ or another local group
(or both). 

The ‘London Gathering’ is
developing a distinct ethos based
on the Iona Community Rule. This is
important to us as it has to be
worthwhile for members to travel
to the meetings: there is no point in
doing something we could be
doing in our local churches. As the
Community is relational at its heart
and not just a campaigning group,
we use our meetings to provide a
safe space as well as for discussing
our commitment to peace and
justice and the Rule.

The ‘London Gathering’ currently
meets three times a year: on
Saturdays, between noon and 4.00
pm, with venues in central London
to make it as accessible to as many
folk as possible. We also hope to
hold a joint meeting with the
London Family Group at least once
a year. At each meeting we typically
have a bring-and-share lunch, an
act of worship with Community

There was a touch of providence about OCCUPY SX attempting to occupy
the Stock Exchange in London, being prevented by the police, and then
setting up camp at St Paul’s Cathedral. Where better to take on those
responsible for the financial disaster in 2008 with a demand for economic
and social justice? That disaster was created by a combination of
Parliament’s decision to deregulate the City of London and the financial
sector in the 1980s, and then the reckless exploitation of that lack of
government for the next 30 years. Sadly the occupation took the Church
of England entirely by surprise. The Dean of St Paul’s had no idea how to
cope with protesters campaigning for economic and social justice by
camping on Church land; first he shut the Cathedral for the first time since
the Blitz in 1940, and then he resigned. Canon Giles Fraser did understand
the motivation of the campers very well but he also resigned when his
colleagues set about supporting the legal processes of eviction initiated
by the City. 

The least attractive part of the Cathedral’s response to the protest was in
the evidence of the Registrar supporting the City of London. He branded
the entire occupation with the misdemeanours of a few homeless and
undoubtedly chaotic individuals: excrement turned up on the Cathedral
floor and slogans on the walls, alcohol and drugs were said to be rife in the
tents; he complained that the occupation had resulted in fewer people
going to the services and the Cathedral losing money at the café in the
crypt. All that was balanced by the Judges, when deciding that the
eviction must go ahead, complimenting the members of OCCUPY for the
way they had conducted themselves in court, and by the fact that the
homeless were fed by OCCUPY not by the Cathedral. The police, the health
and safety and fire officers all acknowledged that the camp did everything
that was asked of them but leave. I was present at an assembly at which
the decisions were made: rotas were set up for rubbish collection, cooking,
and running the information tent.

The best innovation was Tent City University: anyone could book an hour
or so to have a lively debate. MPs, Peers, NGOs and faiths took advantage
of a space in which discussions could range widely around ‘how did the
nation get into this mess, and how should we try to get out of it?’, while
sitting in a tent on the floor: very biblical.

OCCUPY Faith was started by the Christian campers and their supporters.
A great event was organised called the Sermon on the Steps. People sat on
the steps of St Paul’s while speakers from many Christian denominations,
Muslim and Jewish faiths spoke about the poverty and inequality in
wealthy Britain and offered support to the OCCUPY cause. November 11th
saw the two minutes’ silence properly respected; visitors and campers held
hands in a giant circle, the bugle played the Last Post, then the Cathedral
clergy said the prayers and gave a blessing. 

OCCUPY Faith is buzzing with energy. We are organising a Pilgrimage for
Justice from St Paul’s to Canterbury Cathedral from the 7th to the 19th
June; there will then be a conference at Kent University until the 22nd

Reflections on the
Occupy Movement

Rev Paul Nicolson June.* It is good that the pilgrimage
will be encouraged by the St Paul’s
Institute at the Cathedral.

OCCUPY will not die. It is time for a
robust non-violent campaign which
keeps going until some government or
other accepts that the degree of
poverty in this wealthy nation is
unacceptable and ensures that the
powerful financial sector works for the
common good; until million pound
bonuses are curbed, offshore tax
havens ended and all land in the UK is
registered and taxable in the UK, not
registered overseas and put out of
reach of the taxman. OCCUPY has
given people hope that there are
enough of us willing to challenge
government and the centres of
financial power. I live in Tottenham. I
have seen what happens when hope
runs dry. 

* For information about the Pilgrimage
for Justice, contact lead organiser Tanya
Paton: tanyakd23@gmail.com l

For details about Paul Nicolson’s work with Taxpayers

Against Poverty and Zacchaeus 2000 Trust, see p.22

prayers and then a session on a
selected relevant topic. For 2011-
2012 our theme is ‘Wealth and
poverty’. We had a session on
‘International Aid – does it help or
hinder the poor in the Third
World?’, and another on ‘Matters of
wealth and debt in the UK – it’s
time to close the gap between rich
and poor’.

Our next meeting is on 9th June (St
Columba’s Day) at Crown Court
Church of Scotland in Covent
Garden. Our autumn meeting will
be on 10th November at St Peter’s
Centre in Vauxhall. If you would like
more information about the group,
please email us at:
colinrbaldock@btinternet.com.

YORKSHIRE MEMBERS,
ASSOCIATES AND FRIENDS
GATHERING

Saturday 16th June, 10.30am-
3.30pm at the Quiet Garden,
Westfield Farm, Sheriff Hutton,York.
There will be an Iona pilgrimage
round the Garden and a ‘wee sing’
as part of the day. This is an open
invitation to all to come and enjoy
the Garden and share worship and
fellowship. Please bring food to
share for lunch; drinks will be
provided. For further details please
contact Christine Andrews:
andrews711@btinternet.com

CHRISTIAN AID FUNDRAISING
FOR COLOMBIA

If you'd like to support the Iona
Community's fundraising for
Colombia, please send donations
marked for Iona Community
Colombia Appeal to Phil Acott,
Christian Aid, 41 George IV Bridge,
Edinburgh EH11EL. You can read
more about the situation in
Colombia here:
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/what
wedo/the-americas/colombia.aspx

ON THE ROAD: TRIP TO
BANGLADESH

For the past couple of months, Iona
Community folk Bryan and Katy
Owen have been working as
volunteers at the Grameen-
Caledonian College of Nursing in
Dhaka. The College has been
established by the Glasgow

Caledonian University's School of
Nursing in partnership with Nobel
laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus.
The leader of the project is Professor
Barbara Parfitt, a member of the
Episcopal Church in Lenzie and former
Dean of Nursing, who has worked in
Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Bhutan,
establishing health care projects.

LETTERS FROM GAZA

Read member Alison Swinfen’s
powerful ‘Letters from Gaza’ on the
Iona Community website:
www.iona.org.uk. In March Alison was
in Gaza working in partnership with
universities and NGOs.

MEMBER REVEREND TONY
ATTWOOD WORKING IN PERU

As part of a Diocese of Worcester
partnership, Tony will be spending the
next three years working alongside
clergy and residents near Lima, helping
build links between individual parish
churches and schools – the Community
sends Tony our love and prayers.

NEW BOOK: ‘I’VE SEEN WORSE: A
BIOGRAPHY OF IAN M. FRASER’, AS
TOLD TO IAN CRANSTON

From the preface, by Ron Ferguson: I was
delighted when I heard that Ian
Cranston was going to write a
biography of Dr Fraser. It is so good
that the life of this pioneer, pastor and
poet is now on the record. Ian
Cranston’s well-researched book
deserves to be read widely. To order:
iancranston@talktalk.net; £10 (plus £4 p
and p).

EDINBURGH PEACE AND JUSTICE
RESOURCE CENTRE

Since 1980, the Edinburgh Peace and
Justice Centre has been working for
nuclear disarmament. Its purpose is to
provide an analysis of the causes of war
and of ways to create peace:
www.peaceandjustice.org.uk

‘IT’S TIME TO CLOSE THE GAP: THE
BASIC CASE’, CHURCH ACTION ON
POVERTY

Prominent Christians explain the
urgency of closing the gap between
rich and poor, in a new free publication
from CAP: http://www.church-
poverty.org.uk/news/ctgbooklet

SYRIA CRISIS APPEAL

www.redcross.org.uk

Associate Paul Nicolson has been involved with the
Occupy Movement and with Occupy Faith, who are
presently organising a ‘Pilgrimage for Justice’ from St
Paul’s to Canterbury Cathedral, 7th to 19th June, with
a conference at the University of Kent following …

OCCUPY FAITH ‘Pilgrimage for Justice’, 7th-19th June 



25 coracle
spring 2012
a touching place

On working as a street pastor …

I went into the city that is my home,
to be amongst those whom I usually wouldn’t see.
The revellers and partygoers,
those forging new relationships, or escaping old ones;
those who sleep behind derelict churches,
and those who relieve themselves in alleyways.
Burly ones at doorways, and uniformed ones patrolling in twos,
we walked amongst them all.
Our clothing marked us out.
Others too were in costume, identifying their role, their purpose.

We were all there for our own reasons,
looking for something.
I, to deliberately place myself outside:
outside my comfort zone, my familiar experiences,
outside the people I choose to surround myself with,
alongside others.
I found open doorways I had never before noticed
leading to bright, loud places;
and the locked doorways I more commonly frequent
I found I share with others, who shelter there by night.
I found revelations of authenticity
normally repressed by light and sobriety,
and openness of hearts
touched by simple kindness.

To some we gave spikeys*, to others blankets,
for some we bought coffee, to others we gave water.
We listened to a story of an abusive marriage,
and many stories of ‘boyfriend’s gone off with best friend’.
We handed out flip-flops and plasters,
and collected discarded bottles and glasses.
And I found I belong there too,
and you will find me there again.

* A plastic stopper that prevents drinks from being ‘spiked’

Elaine Gisbourne is a new member of the Iona Community, who works within the NHS as a

Specialist Palliative Care Physiotherapist. This reflection is taken from ‘Living Letters of the Word:

Readings and Meditations from the Iona Community’, Wild Goose Publications, www.ionabooks.com

Night sight 
THANKS TO LORNA RAE SUTTON,
CORACLE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorna will be leaving her position
at Coracle in April. She’s done a
wonderful job keeping certain
logistics of the magazine all
organised. Thanks, Lorna, for all
your great work. You’ll be missed.
Go well. (Ed.)

FEEDBACK ON THE AUTUMN
2011 CORACLE: A LETTER AND
E-MAILS

I was disappointed to read an
article in the autumn edition of
Coracle comparing the wanton
violence and wholesale looting for
personal gain which took place in
England during the summer with
justified protest against barbaric
regimes in other countries.

The article made a mockery of
people who risked their freedom
and lives to make countries such as
Egypt a better place to live in.

There is no justification for the
mayhem which took place in
England. Decent, hard-working
people had their workplaces and
businesses destroyed for no reason
whatsoever.

Yours sincerely, Bill Findlay

I read the autumn Coracle and
noted a consistent theme.

Alison Swinfen identified the
situation we are in where money is
being taken from ordinary people
to give to the very rich. Peter Millar
referred to a time of ‘great taking’
and absurd bonuses. Dan Glass’
article outlined the lack of hope felt
by many of our young people,
particularly those from less well off
backgrounds. 

Many people now have concerns
about the way our society is going.
There are a number of symptoms
of deterioration. However, it’s
difficult to fully focus on what the
overarching problem is and
therefore difficult to identify overall
solutions. We are familiar with
symptoms such as a banking
system that had failed, shortages of
affordable housing for people on
lower incomes, high youth
unemployment, diminishing higher

education opportunities for our
young people due to rising costs
and high levels of debt, etc.

These factors are specific problems
that are contributing to the overall
and complex situation society is in.
The detailed issues are individually
analysed and understood but there
is a lack of clarity, especially among
ordinary people, as to what all
these factors add up to and, in
terms of their combined effects,
what can be done about them.
When listening to informal
discussion among people, and
indeed to political speeches, there
seems to be a lack of focus about
what in combination all the
problems our society currently has
really means, and most importantly,
what can be done about them. 

Some study is needed which
objectively summarises our
society’s variety of problems and
how they interact, to provide a ‘big
picture’ of where we are – partic-
ularly with regard to the increasing
wealth gap and rising lack of
opportunity for many of our young
people. Such a study needs to be as
concise as possible and written to
be easily accessible to the average
person. Given its background and
the calibre of intellect directly and
indirectly available to it, the Iona
Community might be in a good
position to commission and
coordinate such a task.

Such a study could be the basis for
a general vision of what can be
done in terms of economic policy
and politics, etc, to positively
address these multiple problems
and build the foundations for a
more just future society. 

Peter Fraser (condensed from a
longer e-mail)

I, too, have been exercised by these
issues over a number of years and
especially so more recently with
the impact of the global economic
crises. As I see it, there are a
number of issues: 

1. Since the collapse of the,
admittedly flawed (as all humanly
constructed systems are and will
be), system of Communism in the

Soviet Union, it has been assumed that
there are no alternatives. There are
alternatives, but they are not well
known. Which brings me to:

2. There are many
theological/philosophical,
political/social, economic and
ecological/environmental critiques of
the current capitalist system (the
Domination System) around,
Wink/Myres/Wendell Berry and
Thomas Berry to name only four, but
only very rarely are these aired in the
mass media, or public platforms or by
politicians. The current system is
unjust, immoral and unsustainable –
people need to hear this. We, with
others, could and should begin
addressing this issue, helping to make
the alternatives more widely known
and debated.

3. What is needed is a paradigm shift in
collective thinking on these issues and
also a metanoia for individuals – we
could start with the Churches and
other faith communities. As others
have said (esp. WCC – e.g. Ulrich
Duckrow) this is becoming a ‘confes-
sional’ issue. Let the debate leading to
action continue.

Arthur Chapman, member (condensed
from a longer e-mail)

Bread for the road

A mouse can do little but a nest of mice

can work great havoc.

– George MacLeod

Prayer of the Iona Community

O God, who gave to your servant
Columba the gifts of courage, faith and
cheerfulness, and sent people forth from
Iona to carry the word of your gospel to
every creature: grant, we pray, a like spirit
to your church, even at this present time.
Further in all things the purpose of our
community, that hidden things may be
revealed to us, and new ways found to
touch the hearts of all. May we preserve
with each other sincere charity and
peace, and, if it be your holy will, grant
that this place of your abiding be
continued still to be a sanctuary and a
light. Through Jesus Christ. Amen

Elaine Gisbourne
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