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The Gathering

‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord. ‘Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ John 
11.25,26

We brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 1 Timothy 6.7, Job 1.21b

Introduction

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.                
Matthew 5.4

Welcome…
We come in sadness - anger - shock - at Marilyn’s recent rapid decline in health, and our 
sudden loss of her;
We come with a hatred of cancer, this terrible disease which has claimed our loved one.
This is a Christian service - which means that we also come in defiance of death, speaking 
of the hope of eternal life for Marilyn, affirming and supporting each other as life goes on 
for us without her presence but with her memory and influence to bless and guide us.
Afterwards - The Derby, Garston.
Donations - ?

Silence

We have come here today
to remember before God our sister Marilyn;
to give thanks for her life;
to commend her to God our merciful redeemer and judge;
to commit her body to be cremated,
and to comfort one another in our grief.

The Collect

Merciful Father, 
hear our prayers and comfort us;
renew our trust in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead;

!1



strengthen our faith
that all who have died in the love of Christ
will share in his resurrection;
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Holly’s Poem
          
Reading / Eulogy / Tribute

Prayers

God our Father,
we thank you that you have made each of us
      in your own image,
and given us gifts and talents and character and spirit.
We thank you for Marilyn ,
the years we shared with her,
the good we saw in her,
the love we received from her.
Now give us strength and courage
to leave her in your care,
confident in your promise of eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lord, in your mercy          
All Hear our prayer.     

Some of us, God,
aren’t convinced that you are real
or that if you are real,
cannot understand how Marilyn, who we love, should be taken from us in this way.
So we come to you angry, sad, confused, scared for the future.
Help us to see that 
your mighty power can bring joy out of grief
and life out of death.
Look in mercy on Marilyn’s family and all who mourn her today.
Give us patient faith in times of darkness.
Strengthen us with the knowledge of your love.

Lord, in your mercy          
All Hear our prayer.     
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Grant us, Lord,
the wisdom and the grace
to use the time that is left to us on earth
to the best of our ability.
Lead us to repent of our sins,
the wrongs we have done
and the good we have not done;
and strengthen us to follow the steps of your Son,
in the way that leads to the fullness of eternal life.

Lord, in your mercy          
All Hear our prayer.     

Healing God,
We pray for all those involved in cancer research and cancer care.
We give thanks for the Macmillan nurses who cared for Marilyn in the last weeks of her 
life, for their colleagues in all their work.
We pray for an end to cancer, and for the willingness to change our habits of life to help 
make that happen.
And in the meantime we pray that each person who suffers from it, will not suffer alone.

Lord, in your mercy          
All Hear our prayer.     

God of mercy,
entrusting into your hands all that you have made;
together with all your faithful people, past and present,
we make our prayers through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,     
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Commendation and Farewell
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Let us commend Marilyn to the mercy of God,
our maker and redeemer.

Marilyn has fallen asleep in the peace of Christ.
We entrust her, with faith and hope in everlasting life,
to the love and mercy of our Father
and surround her with our love and prayer.

She is a child of God.
God now welcomes her to her place in heaven
to share in eternal life with all the saints. Amen.

The Committal

We have entrusted our sister Marilyn to God’s mercy,
and we now commit her body to be cremated:
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust:
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform our frail bodies
that they may be conformed to his glorious body,
who died, was buried, and rose again for us.
To him be glory for ever. Amen.

Silence

Prayer

Eternal God, you see Marilyn face to face
as we remember her here.
Tell her that we love her, that we miss her,
that she is not forgotten.
And, cheered by the prospect of a day 
when there will be no more death or parting
and all shall be well and all shall be one,
if it be your will, may Marilyn, who we remember,
be among the first to welcome us to heaven.
And until that day,
when in the company of all the saints
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we share in the everlasting feast of Christ’s family,
keep us in faith, fill us with hope,
deepen us through love,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at my end, and at my departing. Amen.

A Gaelic Blessing

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
the rains fall soft upon your fields;
And until we meet again, 
may God hold us in the palm of His hand. Amen.
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