
Churches Together in West Camel and the Cam Vale Benefice

Lights Out

A Service of Remembrance, Prayer and Penitence
on the Centenary of the Outbreak of the First World War

Welcome and Explanation

Preface: The Absent
Edwin Muir

They are not here. 
And we, we are the Others
Who walk by ourselves unquestioned in the sun
Which shines for us and only for us.
For They are not here.
And are made known to us in this great absence
That lies upon us and is between us
Since They are not here.
Now, in this kingdom of summer idleness
Where slowly we the sun-tranced multitudes dream and wander
In deep oblivion of brightness
And breathe ourselves out, out into the air -
It is absence that receives us;
We do not touch, our souls go out in the absence
That lies between us and is about us.
For we are the Others,
And so we sorrow for These that are not with us,
Not knowing we sorrow or that this is our sorrow,
Since it is long past thought or memory or device of mourning,
Sorrow for loss of that which we never possessed,
The unknown, the nameless,
The ever-present that in their absence are with us
(With us the inheritors, the usurpers claiming
The sun and the kingdom of the sun) that sorrow
And loneliness might bring a blessing upon us.
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Introduction

On the Centenary of the Outbreak of the First World War we gather 
in the light of Christ to recall the effects of human violence, our need 
for redemption, to voice sorrow for our own share in the world’s 
violence, and to find the healing of the world in the light which shines 
most intensely at the heart of the darkness.

Confession Prayer 
Coventry Cathedral Litany of Reconciliation

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class 
from class,
Father Forgive.

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not 
their own,
Father Forgive.

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste 
the earth,
Father Forgive.

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
Father Forgive.

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the 
refugee,
Father Forgive.

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
Father Forgive.

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
Father Forgive.

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ forgave you. 
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A Declaration of the Mercy of God
Roman Catholic Missal

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of the 
Kingdom of God.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to make your people 
strong.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you will come in glory, with salvation for all your people.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Absolution prayer 

May almighty God deliver us from the powers of darkness, restore in 
us the image of his glory, and lead us in the light and obedience of 
Christ. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Longing for the renewal of creation, and seeking the peace of the 
Kingdom, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Hymn

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide:
when other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's dark sting? where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

A Light Goes Out 

On June 28th 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, heir to the 
Austro-Hungarian throne, is assassinated in Sarajevo along with his 
wife Duchess Sophie by Bosnian Serb Gavrilo Princip.

Silence

Reading Joel 2: 1-3; 12-13

Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
a great and powerful army comes;
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their like has never been from of old, 
nor will be again after them in ages to come.
Fire devours in front of them, and behind them a flame burns.
Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 
but after them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them.
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.

Prayer 

Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of all:
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the 
families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Light Goes Out 

On July 28th 1914, Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia. 
Russia mobilizes.

If the War Goes On 
Macappella

If the war goes on
and the children die of hunger,
and the old men weep
for the young men are no more,
and the women learn
how to dance without a partner
who will keep the score?
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If the war goes on
and the truth is taken hostage;
and new horrors lead
to the need to euphemise,
when the calls for peace
are declared unpatriotic,
who'll expose the lies?

If the war goes on
and the daily bread is terror,
and the voiceless poor
take the road as refugees;
when a nation‘s pride
destines millions to be homeless,
who will heed their pleas?

If the war goes an
and the rich increase their fortunes
and the arms sales soar
as new weapons are displayed,
when a fertile field
turns to no-man’s-land tomorrow,
who'll approve such trade?

If the war goes an
will we close the doors to heaven,
if the war goes on,
will we breach the gates of hell;
if the war goes on,
will we ever be forgiven,
if the war goes on ... ?

A Light Goes Out 

On August 1st 1914 Germany declares war on Russia. Germany and 
the Ottoman Empire sign a secret alliance treaty.
On August 2nd Germany invades Luxembourg. The skirmish at 
Joncherey, the first military action on the Western Front, takes place.
On August 3rd Germany declares war on France, and on August 4th 
Germany invades Belgium to outflank the French army.
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Silence

Scripture reading Isaiah 2: 2b-4 

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 

God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord 

from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many 

peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 

pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

war any more.

Prayer 

Eternal God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace and guide 
with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Light Goes Out 

On August 4th 1914 Britain protests the violation of Belgian 
neutrality, guaranteed by a treaty; the German Chancellor replies that 
the treaty is just a chiffon de papier (a scrap of paper). The United 
Kingdom declares war on Germany.
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Silence

Scripture 2 Corinthians 4: 6-11

For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, 
so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to 
God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in 
our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death 
for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our 
mortal flesh.

Prayer 
The Very Reverend Eric Milner-White, CBE, DSO

Lord God, you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the 
design of your great love shine on the waste of our anger and 
sorrow, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations, peace 
in our homes, and peace in our hearts; in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

A Light Goes Out: The Messages 
W. W. Gibson 

"I cannot quite remember.... There were five 
Dropt dead beside me in the trench – and three 
Whispered their dying messages to me...."

Back from the trenches, more dead than alive, 
Stone-deaf and dazed, and with a broken knee, 
He hobbled slowly, muttering vacantly:

"I cannot quite remember....  There were five 
Dropt dead beside me in the trench – and three 
Whispered their dying messages to me....
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"Their friends are waiting, wondering how they thrive.... 
Waiting a word in silence patiently....
But what they said, or who their friends may be,

"I cannot quite remember.... There were five 
Dropt dead beside me in the trench – and three 
Whispered their dying messages to me...."

Silence

Scripture John 12: 27-35a

On the eve of his arrest, show trial and execution Jesus said ‘Now my 
soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this 
hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’Jesus 
answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is 
the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the 
Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must 
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light is 
with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the 
darkness may not overtake you.’

A Light Goes Out: At a Calvary near the Ancre 
Wilfred Owen

One ever hangs where shelled roads part.
In this war He too lost a limb,
But His disciples hide apart;
And now the Soldiers bear with Him.

Near Golgotha strolls many a priest,
And in their faces there is pride
That they were flesh-marked by the Beast
By whom the gentle Christ's denied.
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The scribes on all the people shove
And bawl allegiance to the state,
But they who love the greater love
Lay down their life; they do not hate.

Healing Light: A Celtic Prayer
Anon; Karl Jenkins

Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,
Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the gentle night to you,
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you,
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you,
Deep peace of Christ to you.

The Final Light Goes Out 

We call to mind the conflicts of our day: in Russia and the Ukraine, in 
Israel and Palestine, in South Sudan, the Central African Republic and 
Syria; the Egyptian Crisis, the Iraqi insurgency and the Mexican Drug 
War; conflicts in Afghanistan, Somalia, Nigeria and North-West 
Pakistan. And we give thought to conflicts closer to home: conflicts 
between neighbours, between people of different faiths and social 
backgrounds, broken communities, troubled lives, the conflicts we 
carry in our own hearts and lives.

Silence

Prayer 

Father of all, remember your mercy
and look with your healing love on all your people, 
living and departed.
On this day we especially ask that you would hold for ever 
all who suffered during the First World War:
those who returned scarred by warfare,
those who waited anxiously at home,
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and those who returned wounded and disillusioned;
those who mourned,
and those communities that were diminished and suffered loss.
Remember too those who acted with kindly compassion,
those who bravely risked their own lives for their comrades,
and those who in the aftermath of war, 
worked tirelessly for a more peaceful world.
And as you remember them, remember us, O Lord;
grant us peace in our time
and a longing for the day when people of every language, race, 
and nation will be brought into the unity of Christ’s kingdom.
This we ask in the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew,
me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, 
he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

Pride of man and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple fall to dust.
But God's power,
hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendor, light and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore 
from his store
newborn worlds rise and adore.
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Daily doth the almighty Giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand
at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

Still from man to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ, his Son.
Christ doth call
one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Prayer 

Eternal Father, the darkness is no darkness to you, 
and the night is as clear as the day. 
Accompany and protect us as we enter the night; 
give us eyes which watch for the dawn 
and hearts to learn again the lessons of love, 
that reconciled to one another and to you 
we may walk through this world’s perils and sorrows 
as children of light. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We depart in silence

Service compiled and led by Revd John Davies and Revd Ken Chalmers. Material sourced from Westminster 
Abbey Vigil of Prayer and Penitence on the Centenary of the Outbreak of the First World War; Beyond Our Tears: 
Resources for Times of Remembrance, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland; Prayer on the occasion of the 
centenary of the First World War, Church of England. Historical references from Wikipedia Timeline of World 
War I and List of ongoing armed conflicts. If the War Goes On: words John L Bell and Graham Maule; music John 
L Bell © WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow G2 5DH, Scotland. From I WILL NOT SING ALONE, 
Instrumental arrangement © 2004 Macappella.(‘Written in 1991, the song was both a protest against the 
first Gulf War and against the seeming inability of church music to offer texts of protest or lament.’). Healing 
Light: A Celtic Prayer, composed by Karl Jenkins from THE PEACEMAKERS © 2011. Recorded music prior to 
the service from The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace, Karl Jenkins © 2001.
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