
A Kingdom Liturgy 

 

Based on the words of Jesus about the kingdom of God,  
which he inaugurated, and which continues in the lives 
of all who embrace it. 
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Opening responses         Luke 4.18-19 

Leader Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
 to bring good news to the poor.” 
All Open our ears to hear your words. 

Leader Jesus said, “He has sent me to proclaim release  
 to the captives 
 and recovery of sight to the blind” 
All Open our mouths to sing your praise. 

Leader Jesus said, “He has sent me to let the oppressed go free, 
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”. 
All Open our hearts to embrace your love. 

Praise A Kingdom acclamation        Matthew 5.1-12 

Leader Let us share the words which Jesus teaches us: 

All Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn,  
 for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek,  
 for they will inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for   
 righteousness,  
 for they will  be filled. 
 Blessed are the merciful,  
 for they will receive mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart,  
 for they will see God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
 for they will be called children of God. 
 Blessed are those who are persecuted for   
 righteousness’ sake,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. … 
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 … Blessed are those who are reviled and persecuted 
 and falsely accused on my account. 
 Rejoice and be glad,  
 for your reward is great in heaven,  
 for in the same way they persecuted the prophets  
 who were before you. 

The Word of God 
     
Psalm 146.5-10 

Leader Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the Lord their God, 

All who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps faith for ever; 

Leader who executes justice for the oppressed; 
 who gives food to the hungry. 
 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

All  The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 The Lord loves the righteous. 

Leader  The Lord watches over the strangers; 
 he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

All  The Lord will reign for ever, 
 your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
 Praise the Lord! 

Jesus’ Kingdom parables 

Monday “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. A 
man found it, and he concealed it. Then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.” (Matthew 13.44). 
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Tuesday “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13.45-46). 

Wednesday “Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure both what is new and what is old.'” (Matthew 13.52). 

Thursday “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took 
and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all 
leavened.” (Matthew 13.33). 

Friday “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a 
man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, 
but it grows larger than all the garden plants and becomes a 
tree. The birds of the air can come and make nests in its 
branches.” (Matthew 13.31-32). 

Saturday “The kingdom of God is like a man scattering seed on the 
ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed 
sprouts and grows —he knows not how. The earth, by itself, 
produces first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once the man puts in 
the sickle, because the harvest has come.” (Mark 4.26-29). 

Sunday “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that fisher-folk threw 
into the sea. The net gathered all sorts of fish. When the net 
was full, the fisher-folk drew it ashore. They sat down and 
sorted the good fish into containers but threw away the 
bad.” (Matthew 13.47-48). 

Silence for reflection 

A Form of Penitence        Matthew 25.32-46 

Leader Jesus says, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd …          
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… separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 

All  Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry  
 and gave you food,  
 or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  
 And when was it that we saw you a stranger  
 and welcomed you,  
 or naked and gave you clothing?  
 And when was it that we saw you sick  
 or in prison and visited you? 

Leader Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these sisters and brothers of mine, you did it to me. 
And just as you did not do it to one of the least of these 
sisters and brothers of mine, you did not do it to me.” 

Silence for reflection 

Leader Jesus came, proclaiming the good news of God, saying,  
 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent, and believe in the good news”.        (Mark 1.15) 

Prayers of Intercession  

Prayers for the Kingdom of God to come in specific situations, locally, nationally, 
internationally.  

Daily themes might include prayers for the Church, for governments, for industry 
and commerce, for the environment, for peacemakers and military, for charities 
and NGOs, for people of other faiths and beliefs. 

ending with: 
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Collect  We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us  
 from the dominion of sin and death  

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son;  
and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so 
by his love he may raise us to eternal joys;  
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Conclusion 

Closing responses            Luke 4.1-12 

Leader Jesus said, “One does not live by bread alone.” 
All Open our ears to hear your words. 

Leader Jesus said, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” 
All Open our mouths to sing your praise. 

Leader Jesus said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
All Open our hearts to embrace your love. 

!7



Dismissal                Romans 14.17 

Leader The kingdom of God is not food and drink, 
 but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

 Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen 

Notes 
[1] A Kingdom Liturgy: compiled by John Davies. 

[2] Palm Sunday, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, image: Steve Erspamer, SM,  
from Steve Erspamer, SM, Clip Art for Year B, Liturgy Training Publications. 

[3] Collect: for the Saturday in Easter Week 
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https://www.ltp.org/p-1650-clip-art-for-year-b.aspx

