
A Kingdom Communion 

For the feast of Christ the King 

Opening responses         Luke 4.18-19 

Leader Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
 to bring good news to the poor.” 
All Open our ears to hear your words. 

 Jesus said, “He has sent me to proclaim release  
  to the captives 
 and recovery of sight to the blind” 
All Open our mouths to sing your praise. 

 Jesus said, “He has sent me to let the oppressed go free, 
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”. 
All Open our hearts to embrace your love. 
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Hymn The Kingdom of God  
 is justice and joy 

for Jesus restores  
what sin would destroy.  
God's power and glory  
in Jesus we know  
and here and hereafter  
the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God  
is mercy and grace;  
the captives are freed,  
the sinners find place,  
the outcast are welcomed  
God's banquet to share;  
and hope is awakened  
in place of despair. 

The kingdom of God  
is challenge and choice:  
believe the good news,  
repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners  
brought Christ to his cross, 
our crisis of judgement  
for gain or for loss. 

God's kingdom is come,  
the gift and the goal, 
in Jesus begun,  
in heaven made whole.  
The heirs of the kingdom  
shall answer his call  
and all things cry 'Glory!'  
to God all in all.           Bryan A. Rees (1911-1983) 
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A Form of Penitence        Matthew 25.32-46 

Leader Jesus says, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to 
those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.” 

All  Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry  
 and gave you food,  
 or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  
 And when was it that we saw you a stranger  
 and welcomed you,  
 or naked and gave you clothing?  
 And when was it that we saw you sick  
 or in prison and visited you? 

Leader Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these sisters and brothers of mine, you did it to me. 
And just as you did not do it to one of the least of these 
sisters and brothers of mine, you did not do it to me.” 

Silence for reflection 

Leader Jesus came, proclaiming the good news of God, saying,  
 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent, and believe in the good news”.             Mark 1.15 

 So may almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to the everlasting life of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Praise A Kingdom acclamation        Matthew 5.1-12 

Leader Let us share the words which Jesus teaches us: 

All Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn,  
  for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek,  
  for they will inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst  
  for righteousness,  
  for they will be filled.  
 Blessed are the merciful,  
  for they will receive mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart,  
  for they will see God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
  for they will be called children of God. 
 Blessed are those who are persecuted  
  for righteousness’ sake,  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who are reviled and persecuted  
  and falsely accused on my account. 
 Rejoice and be glad,  
 for your reward is great in heaven,  
  for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
  who were before you. 

Collect God the Father,  
 help us to hear the call of Christ the King  
 and to follow in his service,  
 whose kingdom has no end;  
 for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, one glory. Amen. 
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The Word of God 
     
First Reading 

Hymn 

Gospel Reading 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
    
At the end 
      
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ.        

Sermon   
        
The Creed 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ, the King, the Son of God. 
      
All Though he was divine, 
 he did not cling to equality with God, 
 but made himself nothing. 
 Taking the form of a slave, 
 he was born in human likeness. 
 He humbled himself 
 and was obedient to death, 
 even the death of the cross. 
 Therefore God has raised him on high, 
 and given him the name above every name: 
 that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bow, 
 and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Philippians 2.6-11 
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Prayers of Intercession  

Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications 
to the throne of grace. 

We pray for all those in positions of power, 
that they may govern with wisdom and integrity, 
serving the needs of their people. 
May your reign come; 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those whose commitment to truth 
brings them into conflict with earthly powers, 
that they may have the courage to endure. 
May your kingdom come; 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the Church, a sign of your reign, 
that it may extend your welcome to people of every 
race and background. 
May your reign come; 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for Christians of every denomination, 
 and for this community of faith, 
that attentive to your word 
we may always worship in spirit and in truth. 
May your kingdom come; 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Loving God, 
you have taught us that the power of the heart 
 is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; 
to him be glory and power for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament  

The Peace               cf Colossians 3.14,15 

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

Offertory Hymn 

Preparation of the Table and Taking of the Bread and Wine 
  
The gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

The president takes the bread and wine. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should always sing of your glory, 
 holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 For you are the hope of the nations, 
 the builder of the city that is to come. 
 Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
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 brings home the lost,  
 restores the sinner 
 and gives dignity to the despised. 
 In his face your light shines out, 
 flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
 gathering into one in your kingdom 
 a divided and broken humanity. 
 Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
 we glorify your name, 
 for ever praising you and saying: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
      made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
 until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We sit or kneel. Silence is kept. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
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As we forgive them that trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread   
      
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
      
 We break this bread 
 to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 

Giving of Communion   
      
 God's holy gifts 
 for God's holy people. 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
 Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 

 And so we pray together saying: 

 Most merciful Lord,  
 your love compels us to come in. 
 Our hands were unclean, 
 our hearts were unprepared; 
 we were not fit 
 even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
 But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
 and share your bread with sinners. 
 So cleanse and feed us 
 with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
 that he may live in us and we in him; 
 and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
 may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.    
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The president and people receive communion. 

Prayer after Communion   
      
Silence is kept. 
      
The Post Communion prayer is said. 
           
All Almighty God, 
 we thank you for feeding us 
 with the body and blood  
  of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Through him we offer you  
  our souls and bodies 
 to be a living sacrifice. 
 Send us out 
 in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work 
 to your praise and glory.  
 Amen. 

The Dismissal 
      
Hymn  

Closing responses            Luke 4.1-12 

Leader Jesus said, “One does not live by bread alone.” 
All Open our ears to hear your words. 

 Jesus said, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” 
All Open our mouths to sing your praise. 

 Jesus said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
All Open our hearts to embrace your love. 
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Blessing                Romans 14.17 

Leader The kingdom of God is not food and drink, 
 but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

So the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen 
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A Kingdom Communion 
for the feast of Christ the King 

Based on the words of Jesus about the kingdom of 
God, which he inaugurated, and which continues in the 

lives of all who embrace it. 

:: 

Notes 

[1] Compiled by John Davies using material from 
Common Worship: Holy Communion Order One, 

Eucharistic Prayer E © Archbishops' Council 2015, and 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, All Saints to 

Advent, Christ the King © Archbishops' Council 2015. 
[2] Palm Sunday, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, image: Steve 
Erspamer, SM, from Steve Erspamer, SM, Clip Art for Year 

B, Liturgy Training Publications. 

:: 
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