
Financial Support

Please consider supporting me financially.

I would be grateful if you could support me 
by giving £10 a month.

Please let me know if you wish to support 
me and I will keep you up to date with 
everything as things happen, including 
regular updates from Japan.

I am looking at setting up a system of UK 
tax-efficient giving and will let you know the 
details as soon as possible.

Prayer Support

Please pray for:

• A network of prayer support

• Financial provision

• My Religious Workers Visa application

Contact me

If you would like further information please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch:

Email: gary.seddon@gmail.com
Facebook: facebook.com/gary.seddon
Twitter: twitter.com/yoyo_san
Blog: hopewithoutwalls.blogspot.com

Address: 8 Countess Park
LIVERPOOL
L11 4UQ
UNITED KINGDOM

Phone: +44 7595 304075
Skype: g.seddon

Why Japan?

• The population is over 127 million, but 
less than 1% know Jesus. The main 
religion is a mix of Shinto & Buddhism.

• Out of 692 large cities, 86 only have 1 
church, and 10 large cities have no 
church at all.

• Christians find it hard to find time to 
study the Bible and focus on God 
because of pressures from society to 
work hard, long hours with little rest.

• Many Christians tend not to share their 
faith with friends due to a cultural 
pressure of not wanting to offend.

• New Christians can face the risk of 
being disowned by family due to the 
pressure of ancestor worship, a 
tradition that has been passed down 
through many generations.

• Though Japan is materially well off, it is  
very spiritually poor.

• Japan has one of the highest suicide 
rates in the world, due to factors such 
as unemployment, depression and 
social pressures. Almost 100 people 
commit suicide every day.

• Family breakdowns are very common 
with the divorce rate constantly 
increasing and marriage rate rapidly 
declining.

• Young people are growing up with a 
lack of hope and self-worth. According 
to a recent poll, around 11% of 
Japanese wish they had never been 
born, and 85% of young people 
wonder why they even exist. Young 
girls even sell themselves to older men. 
If only they knew what God thought of 
them and how much He loves them.
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My Story

Hi, my name is Gary Seddon and I currently 
live in Croxteth, Liverpool and attend a 
church called St Gabriel’s in Toxteth and have 
been there since I was 11. I’m now 24 and I 
have just been awarded a degree in 
Computer Studies at Liverpool John Moores 
University. So I’m a bit of a geek!

I love Japan. The history, language and 
culture fascinates me greatly. Not only is it 
home to some of the most advanced 
technology, it is also a beautiful country full of 
God’s creation. The Japanese people 
themselves love nature and take great pride 
in their mountains, flowers, trees and rice 
fields. The people are so kind and polite and 
you will always hear many “sorry”s and 
“thank-you”s during everyday conversation.

I have had this interest and love for Japan for 
many years. Over the years I have become 
aware of the great need for Christ that the 
Japanese people have. It is heartbreaking to 
realise that so few people know the one true 
God over there! Less than 1% of over 127 
million people know Jesus! I have felt a 
burden to pray for the nation, that God would 
move in the land and make himself known in 
powerful ways. During my university years, I 
felt strongly that God was calling me to travel 
to Japan after my studies to somehow help 
build the church over there and share God’s 
love with the people. After much prayer, I feel 
strongly that God wants me to sell all I have 
and go to Japan now that my studies are 
over.

I went on a month-long mission trip to 
Aomori (North-East Japan) last summer with 
OMF where I saw and felt the need for God 
that the Japanese people have and I also felt 
a confirmation that God wanted me over 
there longer term.

What’s Next?

I have been praying about how I could serve 
God in Japan and I have been in contact with 
various mission organisations about this. 
During these conversations Youth With A 
Mission (YWAM) became the most excited 
about me joining with them in Tokyo.

YWAM have been in and around Tokyo for 
more than twenty years and are currently 
going through the process of setting up a new 
base right in the heart of Tokyo. They have a 
real heart to reach people for Jesus and are 
building a team of people in order to reach 
many different people groups using the gifts 
and abilities of the staff members.

I have recently been accepted to join with 
them in their mission to make Christ known 
and to change lives through the exciting work 
that God is doing through them. The plan is 
to join them in September where I will focus  
on Japanese language and culture training as 
well as spending time reaching out to young 
people in order to make Christ known. I’ll be 
involved in the setting up and running of 
worship nights, a coffee shop, English 
lessons, art lessons, music and dance lessons  
and Bible studies, as well as meeting 
Japanese students and building links between 
them and the church. I will also have an 
opportunity to use skills I gained on my 

University course by working on their Internet 
presence, something they have been praying 
for! I will be looking at staying with them for 
a minimum of four years.

They have recommended that I raise around 
£700 per month in order to serve with them 
in Tokyo. This is around £9,000 per year or 
around £35,000 for the full four years 
(depending on exchange rates). This large 
sum covers accommodation, utilities, food, 
health insurance, phone, Internet and travel 
within Tokyo. I would also need money for 
the flight there and money for Japanese 
language lessons. Due to current exchange 
rates, this expense makes life hard for all 
missionaries in Japan, especially Tokyo. But 
money has never and will never be a barrier 
for God, though it does cause much stress for 
missionaries!

God is doing amazing things in Japan. New 
churches are opening up in places were there 
has never been churches. Young people are 
becoming more open to the good news that 
Christ brings. More people around the world 
are becoming aware of the great need the 
Japanese people have for Christ and God is 
guiding new missionaries to help build His 
church in this beautiful yet spiritually dark 
land. I am praying that God will stir up 
excitement in people’s hearts as I share my 
plans.

I would like to invite you to join with me in 
reaching Japan for Christ. When we pray 
God works! Join with me in praying for this 
great nation, that millions of people will 
become our brothers and sisters and come to 
know God’s amazing love. And I also ask that 
you prayerfully consider financially supporting 
this exciting work. With your support, we can 
help build and strengthen the church in Japan 
in ways you, nor I, could imagine!

If you would like to partner with me in this 
work, please let me know! I’m looking 
forward to speaking with you further.


