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'Heart of Cheltenham' Pilgrimage
~ from Greenbelt 2007
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- "It is only shallow people who do not judge by
~.. appearances. The true mystery of the world is
. the visible, not the invisible." Oscar Wilde
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|Cheltenham hosts the Government (Waitrose)
™ Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), &rs
a British intelligence agency responsible t Gregory
2 , the Greal /4

@ for providing signals intelligence and

7/information assurance to the UK

/@o<m33m_.; and armed forces as

N required, under the guidance of the Joint
Intelligence Committee. In 1984 GCHQ
was the centre of a political row when the
Conservative government of Margaret
Thatcher prohibited its employees from
belonging to a Trade Union. It was
claimed that joining such a union would be
in conflict with national security. The ban

_|was eventually lifted by the incoming

| Labour government in 1997, and in 2000,
a group of fourteen former GCHQ
employees, who had been dismissed after
| refusing to give up their union membership,
were awarded £500,000 compensation
from the overnme tween them.
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/XCHARLES HURST: THE BOOK OF THE ENGLISH OAK pp.122-23
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"Local distinctiveness is essentially about places and
our relationship with them. It is as much about the
commonplace as about the rare, about the everyday
as much as the endangered, and about the ordinary
as much as the spectacular. Many of us have strong
allegiances to places, complex and compound
appreciation of them, and we recognize that nature,
identity and place have strong bonds... ours is a
cultural landscape."
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> Cheltenham CC~ Cheltenham became a spa town in 1716. According to
tradition, the first medicinal waters were discovered
when locals saw pigeons pecking at salty deposits which
had formed around a spring. The town received Royal
patronage in 1788 when King George III came to drink
the waters. This led to the rapid development of 5
Cheltenham as a fashionable spa. One distinguished
visitor Charles Dickens wrote, "Rarely have I seen such
a place that so attracted my fancy." The heritage of
these bygone times when Cheltenham was at its most
fashionable can be seen in the Regency architecture
that adorns the town, with the pastel shades and
intricate ironwork features of distinctive townhouse
fagades. Cheltenham is the most complete Regency
town in England. Cheltenham is the home of the
flagship race of British steeplechase horseracing, the
Cheltenham Gold Cup, Cheltenham Town F.C.,

~— NG~

SN 1€ IS B A

| 'Among the advantages which I have gathered from my tour, I count as not the least the proficiency I have acquired in the gentle art of strolling. I can now perform a feat which I believe few townbred men could accomplish with ease of

| grace: that is, to walk a good English mile in an hour. This is not quite so easy as it may appear. I therefore set down a few observations on what is fast becoming a lost art.
The first essential for success is that the stroller must free his mind from all thoughts of time, ambition, money, ovcr-drafts, assignments, leases, bonds, agreements, formulae, loans, interests, and such tricks of commerce, and from all
peevishness whatsoever. He must be prepared to pass the time of day with hawkers, beggars, parsons, squires, haughty dames, tramps, unfortunates, and bottom dogs generally: and when hc receives a surly answer or a stony stare he must

smile and pass on. I consider it good form to be an attentive listener to long, incoherent accounts of fearful ailments and afflictions told by garrulous old ladies: and I do heartily approve of carrying a small stock of nuts or wholesome
| Tsweets for distribution amongst juvenile friends that may be met on the way. The great secret is sympathy both with humanity and nature, and this sympathy will open the eye and the ear to sights and sounds that the indifferent would miss.
ok: or he can regard the tumbling ocean as a mere moisture covering a portion of a whirling atom of dust.
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s, may be found at Yyww.johndaviesie



