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Introduction 
 

The Benefice 
 

The Benefice of Cam Vale takes its name from the river Cam which runs through the centre of 
the parishes. Formed in 1987 the Benefice is situated 7 miles to the east of Yeovil, the six churches form 
a compact group clustered within a five mile radius of each other. There are good transport links 
connecting with the A303 and main line stations at Castle Cary and Sherborne. The total population is 
around 2,300 people. In days gone by this was a predominantly agricultural area and there are still 
several working farms and people engaged in farm related occupations. A significant proportion of 
residents have connections with the Armed Forces, RNAS Yeovilton is just down the road from West 
Camel and AgustaWestland Helicopters is based in Yeovil. The villages are also popular with those 
seeking a quieter pace of life in retirement. Amenity wise across the Benefice there are several shops 
and businesses including four pubs, Post Office and village stores, a bistro, a bakery, two schools along 
with an excellent Health Centre. Each village has its own village hall with many and various social 
activities. 
 
The Spirit of the Benefice 
 

Over the past 26 years good links have been built between the parishes and although each 
retains its own individuality there is a strong desire to continue and develop our working together. It is 
true  in  rural  communities  that  people  don’t  always  travel  well.  There  is  a  realization  that  due  to  the  size  
of individual parishes and because of   the   necessity   of   ‘critical   mass’   some   things   work   better   on   a  
Benefice-wide basis. One of the qualities we hope to see in our new Rector will be an ability to 
support what is already happening and encourage new initiatives in drawing people and 
parishes together.   
 

Each of the parishes recognizes the importance of welcoming newcomers both to the church and 
to the village. In the smaller communities there is a strong sense of neighbourliness and looking out for 
those in need. There is recognition that although some of our congregational numbers are good in 
relation to the overall population of the village, mission, outreach and building links with the community 
are a constant challenge. Within our church community there is a real desire to see more people come 
to faith and become involved in the life of the church and to this end there is a need to encourage a 
greater range of church-led activities in the wider community. In all of the parishes there is a sense of 
good will towards the church and therefore a need for our new priest to help us to build on this. 
 

Over recent years a ministry team has evolved. All churches in the Benefice have two 
churchwardens, secretaries and treasurers and all PCCs have their own lay vice chairs who are happy to 
take meetings on occasions. In our parish profile meeting the following thought was agreed:  

 
“We  are  looking  for  a  leader  with  a  light  touch.   

Someone who is happy to lead yet also be a team player. 
A person who is confident in their own  gifting  and  in  delegating  responsibility  to  others”. 

 
It is important bearing in mind the number of parishes for our new Rector to have the 

ability to take a strategic overview of the Benefice, its ministry and mission;  
to be a good communicator and co-ordinator,  

also to be a person who is willing to welcome the life experiences individuals bring to the 
worshipping community.” 
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Worship  
 

Worship across the Benefice ranges through Book of Common Prayer, Common Worship to family 
services in church and breakfast café church in Sparkford and Queen Camel Village Halls.  
Thus the parishes are looking for a priest with the ability to be a good all-rounder when it 
comes to leading worship, valuing and encouraging both the old and the new. All of the 
parishes value the ability to open the scriptures in fresh and engaging ways to the existing congregation 
and to those who are new to faith whether by traditional sermon or with the use of PowerPoint or new 
technology.  
 

Worship-wise the parishes are open to various expressions of spirituality and enjoy variety, from 
Taize and Iona type services to Praise services on the village green. Churchmanship is open 
evangelical/central with alb and stole being worn for Holy Communion in all parishes. Queen Camel has 
its own organist who is also normally available to play for weddings and funerals. Corton Denham has its 
own organist, Weston Bampfylde and Sparkford share an organist but on occasions use CDs of hymns 
for worship. Sutton Montis and West Camel currently lack a regular organist.  
 

A monthly service of Holy Communion is led at the Cleaveside Community Centre in Queen 
Camel for the elderly residents of the Close. There are good links between the Countess Gytha primary 
school in Queen Camel, which, although not a church school, uses the church for special services and 
both the Rector and members of the ministry team are invited to take assembly here on a monthly basis. 
 
The ministry team consists of: 
The Revd Prebendary Rose Hoskins  Associate Priest and Rural Dean of Bruton and Cary Deanery 
Stephen Rymer     Reader 
Rosemary Rymer    Reader and Benefice Administrator 
Yolanda White    Reader 
Lay Worship Assistants:    Peter and Sue Prager, Pat and Margery Davall, Alan Hoskins,  
     Peter Scarlett, Andy Voysey and John Hogben  
Lay Pastoral Assistants:    Peter and Julie Ebsworth. 
 
A typical current service schedule can be found on page 19. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for healing, prayer ministry and Bible study 
 

A strongly committed group of people make up the Cam Vale Prayer Chain and pray on a regular 
basis for those in need, there is also a monthly mid-week service of prayer for healing and wholeness.  
One of our Readers has developed a quiet garden at her home where people may come for times of 
prayer and reflection. There are currently prayer groups meeting in four of our villages and three Bible 
Study/fellowship groups. 
 

Licensing of Peter and 
Julie Ebsworth - 
September 2013 
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Activities  
 

Although each community has its individual character, emphasis and activities, Benefice wise the 
following are occasions for which we join together: 

 Together at 10 our monthly Benefice service, normally a Eucharist 
 Benefice-wide Lent Courses 
 Benefice service on Palm Sunday  
 Good Friday Pilgrimage 
 Service of Light on Easter Eve 
 Dawn Eucharist on the top of Corton Denham Beacon on Easter Day [weather permitting] 
 All Souls Service at the beginning of November remembering those who have died across the 

Benefice in the last year 
 Sacred Space - a monthly service of prayer for wholeness and healing 
 Benefice Prayer Chain 
 Three Bible Study groups and various prayer groups meeting across the Benefice 
 A  men’s  fellowship  meets  in  a  local  pub  on  a  monthly  basis  and has about 20 members both 

churchgoers and non-churchgoers, who meet for a meal and a talk/discussion 
 There is also a walking group initiated by one of our church members, which draws together 

people from across the Benefice and beyond creating good opportunities for conversation and 
fellowship 

 In 2014 for the first time a joint Benefice Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
combining with our friends at the West Camel Methodist Church will be held 

 
 
 
 
Administration, communication and Benefice office 
 

From 1st September 2013 Cam Vale has a new Benefice office, 
situated at Woodside Court, Sparkford. Our new office shares its 
location with various retail outlets including a florist, a photographer, a 
wedding cake maker and a wedding dress designer. Realizing that our 
new Rector may wish to review the arrangement the office is currently 
leased. Notice of three months can be given by either party at any 
time and a review of the sharing agreement is proposed after the first 
year in order to ensure that the arrangement is satisfactory.  
 

Rosemary Rymer our parish administrator works in the office three mornings a week and handles 
the day to day admin including service rotas and service fees. There are three parish magazines which 
cover the parishes in the Benefice: one for Queen Camel and West Camel, one for Sparkford, Weston 
Bampfylde and Sutton Montis and one for Corton Denham. All churches  have  a  webpage  on  ‘A  Church  
Near   You’   and  most of the communities have their own parish website, see details under individual 
churches and communities. 
 

All of the church buildings across the Benefice are in good repair and Quinquennials are up to 
date. All parishes pay their parish share in full. For the day to day financing of Benefice costs including 
the cost of renting the office the parishes of Cam Vale have set up a Benefice bank account. All travel 
and out of pocket expenses for members of the ministry team are paid through this account. 
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The Deanery 
 

The Cam Vale Benefice is part of the Bruton and Cary Deanery, a Deanery of 45 parishes in the 
south east corner of the Diocese. Queen Camel is approx 40 minutes drive from Wells. Whilst much of 
the Deanery is rural the nearby towns provide good day to day shopping and other facilities. Deanery 
Synod meets three times a year with a special annual Ascension Day Eucharist with a guest preacher. 
The Deanery has a friendly clergy chapter comprising 13 members. We meet monthly for a mixed 
programme of business, study and social events.  We also meet twice a year with colleagues on the 
Greater Chapter comprising Readers and retired Clergy. The Deanery is made up of five Local Ministry 
Groups. Cam Vale together with Castle Cary and the Six Pilgrims make up the Western Local Ministry 
Group. There is a growing collegiality and co-operation between the Clergy and Readers in this group 
and earlier this year the Western Local Ministry Group ran its first joint venture in the training of 
Diocesan Lay Pastoral Assistants.  

 
Deanery-wise we would welcome a new colleague in the Deanery who is willing to play an 
active part in Chapter and Deanery events. 
 
The Diocese of Bath and Wells 
 

The Diocese of Bath and Wells is centered on the beautiful medieval city of Wells, the smallest 
city in England. The Diocese has a spacious modernized Diocesan Office where an extensive programme 
of continuing ministerial training is available for Clergy and Readers. Under our recently retired Diocesan 
Bishop  a  policy  of  ‘no  one  alone’  has been fostered and modeled at the highest level. Since rural ministry 
can sometimes be isolated, the idea of Clergy working more closely together across parish and Benefice 
boundaries has been encouraged.  
 

There are also opportunities for training, development and mentoring for those new to 
incumbency and also to Rural Ministry through the Diocesan School of Formation. Opportunities for 
study leave and sabbaticals are also provided along with an excellent network of pastoral care for Clergy 
and their families. 
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What we are offering our new Rector 
 

The Rectory 
 
The Benefice Rectory is located in Queen Camel about a quarter of a mile from St Barnabas Church. 
It  is  a  recent  (1970’s),  spacious,  modern,  double  glazed  house  with  four  bedrooms,  one  of  which  is   
en-suite, a large fitted kitchen, a utility room, downstairs cloakroom, a dining room, a lounge and a 
large study, which has its own front door and cloakroom (right hand end of house as viewed). Heating is 
by oil and there are solar panels to help with electricity costs, there is also an open fireplace in the 
lounge. The garden is very secluded and pleasant, of medium to large size, with a large  children’s  play  
house and numerous, productive, fruit trees. Approached 
from a no through road there is a long drive to a five bar 
gate after which there is a parking area for six or seven cars 
and a double garage.  
 

We can also offer the following: 
 

 
 A warm welcome from a group of parishes who 

 enjoy celebrations and have a great spirit of  
 hospitality. 

  A beautiful part of the world to live. 
 

 A supportive and active ministry team. 
 

 Competent administrative help. 
 

 A new Benefice office away from the Rectory. 
 

 People who are open to new ideas and looking to 
develop mission and outreach beyond the existing 
congregations. 

 
 Strong and solid prayer support. 

 

What we are looking for in our new Rector. 
 

 A person with a good sense of humour, who enjoys engaging with people, has good 
communication skills and a heart for rural ministry. 

 A strategic leader but also a team player with the ability to delegate and concentrate on the 
bigger picture across the Benefice in order to draw people together. 

 A person who has the ability to affirm and encourage gifts in others.  

 Someone who will be a visible presence across the Benefice. 
Whilst we realize that the days of the ‘vicar’ visiting everyone in the Benefice on a regular basis 
are long gone, we are looking for someone who will wish to engage with the joys and sorrows of 
six rural parishes and to share these with us.   

 A person who enjoys preaching, who has the ability to open the scriptures and to encourage and 
stimulate people at all ages and stages of faith, who is passionate about preaching the Gospel. 

 Someone who enjoys leading a wide range of styles of worship. 

 A person of spiritual maturity who is comfortable in their own skin and knows their own strengths 
and limitations. 

 
If you feel this may be you, please read on to discover more about our parishes. 
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St Barnabas, Queen Camel 
General description of Parish: 
 Queen Camel is the biggest Parish in the Cam Vale 
Benefice. It is a large village in Somerset that includes a 
hamlet called Wales and lies eight miles west of Wincanton 
and six miles north of Yeovil, with the busy A359 running 
through its centre.  Communication facilities are good and it 
is a very happy and friendly village to live in. 
 The first record of Camel is that the village was given 
by the Earl of the West Saxons to his wife as a dowry in 
1019. The prefix Queen was added after 1299 when  
Edward I granted the manor and village to his second wife, 
Margaret – more on the history of Queen Camel can be 
found on its website.  http://www.queen-camel.co.uk  
 The community comprises about 350 households and has excellent facilities with a Medical 
Centre, a shop and Post Office, a hairdresser and beauty parlour, a village hall, a public house with 
skittle alley, a pre-school and the Countess Gytha County Primary School. Quite a large proportion of the 
community are retired with the remainder being employed by AgustaWestland, the nearby Royal Naval 
Air Station and in local professional and retail businesses. There is also a small farming community and a 
number of self-employed builders/decorators, etc.   
 The Parish has a cricket club and a couple of local football clubs that  utilise  the  village’s  own  six  
acre  playing  field,  which  also  contains  a  children’s  play area, with adjacent bowling club and tennis club.  
There  is  a  women’s  Tuesday  Group  (ex  WI),  a quilting group and skittles teams amongst the clubs and 
societies.  There is also a monthly Christian-based Village Cafe held in the Memorial Hall.   
 Under the umbrella of the Parish Council are a number of groups with members drawn from 
across the parish, namely: Environment (which includes tree and footpath wardens), Safety (which 
includes a Neighbourhood Watch scheme), Planning & Development (which has been awarded 
government Frontrunner status and is in the process of drafting a Neighbourhood Plan), 
Communications (which includes cover of the website and monthly church magazine as well as an 
annual village meeting at which the church is always represented).  
 The Parish now has a Community Land Trust and this is currently working in partnership with a 
rural housing association to provide affordable housing for people with a local connection.  In July 2013 
planning permission was granted for 20 new homes and building work should be starting in the autumn.   
 
Church building:   
 The first mention of a church was in 1291. As is 
the case with most Somerset churches the stonework is 
in blue lias with the carved work in hamstone. Extensive 
rebuilding took place during the 14th and 15th centuries, 
which included the addition of the tower in 1380. 
 The tower is unique in Somerset, being the only 
one built in five stages. It is 96-feet high with a clock 
and weathercock both of which were added in the 19th 
century. The bells are the heaviest peal of six in the 
world. They were re-hung in 1905 and had the 
distinction of being broadcast on the radio on Easter Day 1952. An additional 1cwt Sanctus bell, 
affectionately   known  as   the   ‘ting   tang’  bell,   has  a  particularly  pure  and mellow tone due to the silver 
coins that the parishioners added to the bell metal mix. The organ dates from 1893 and was rebuilt in 
1933 when electricity was installed. 
 A servery and disabled toilet facilities were installed in 2008. There is also an efficient PA system. 
The last Quinquennial survey was undertaken in September 2012 and all essential work is up to date.
 The seating capacity of St Barnabas is 272.  The large churchyard includes an active allotment 
area. The church is approached by a cobbled path from the west and by the road that runs through the 
village from the north. To the east is a pretty group of thatched cottages on Grace  Martin’s  Lane  and  to  
the south is open farmland. 

http://www.queen-camel.co.uk/
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Services:  
 The forms of Service currently used are Common Worship with the 8.00am Communion Service 
held on the third Sunday using the Book of Common Prayer.  In line with our open Evangelical/central 
tradition alb and stole are normally worn at Holy communion. The organ is used at most Services but 
there is no choir at present. 

 During the last twelve months there have been six 
marriages and twelve funerals. One member of the 
congregation will be confirmed in October. The formal Church 
Membership was assessed to be 20 in 2013, down four from 
the previous year. The Electoral Roll was 78 in April of this 
year. It is sincerely hoped that the new incumbent will be able 
to improve these figures. The congregation consists mainly of 
village residents most of whom are of mature years. We have 
recently created  a  children’s  area   in   the  southwest  corner  of  
the church which has proved popular with the youngsters who 
attend with their parents.     
 There is a monthly Friday   evening   children’s   ’Camel  
Club' for primary school children and a small twice-monthly 
Bible study group. There is also a monthly mid-week service 
held   in   the   community   lounge   of   the   Parish’s   sheltered  
accommodation complex. 

 There is a major fund raising event at Christmas in the form of a Christmas Tree Fayre held in the 
church. Festival services also include All Souls Service, a Crib/Christingle Service on Christmas Eve, 
Easter, Harvest Festival, Remembrance and a Palm Sunday Service, which is held in conjunction with the 
other Parishes. Last year a Christianity Explored course took place in the parish during Lent, which was 
organised by and supported by churchgoers from across the Benefice. 
 
Finance: 
 A copy of the Annual Report and Financial Statements 
for 2012 is attached (see Appendix i) showing 
a healthy financial position for the year. 
 
Assistance: 
 The Parish has an active team of sides people, flower 
arrangers and cleaners.  
 
Schools: 
 The village County Primary school is located 
immediately across the road from the Church, although negotiations are ongoing with a landowner for a 
new school site. Originally a Church School it was bequeathed to the local authority in the past. A 
monthly assembly service is held for the school in the church by a member of the staff team. There is 
also a co-located pre-school that is independently run. Both will continue to be co-located in the new 
school. 
 Also in the parish is Hazlegrove preparatory school and within the locality are the Sherborne 
Public schools, Millfield co-educational independent school, a good selection of secondary schools and a 
nearby college of further education. 
 
Missionary and charity support:  
 The PCC currently supports one international charity: Zimbabwe A National Emergency (ZANE), 
one national charity: The Church Army and one local charity: the Lord's Larder. These are reviewed 
every 3-years. We also support the Mission Aviation Fellowship and St Barnabas, Queen Camel, has a 
link with St Barnabas, Chingola, through the Diocesan Zambia link.  

 

Primary School Harvest Display 2013 
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All Saints, West Camel 
 
The community: 

This rural village, easily accessed from the A303, 
depends on farming as its industry. There is a delightful small 
river meandering its way quietly through and around until, 
occasionally, it becomes a rushing torrent and floods us. 
 The population is approximately 400, of whom perhaps 
40 are children of school age. There is a very caring attitude 
within the village; people look after each other. The Village Hall 
is in constant use: weekly lunch club, village café, computer 
club, art club, Scottish dancing and bowls club, to mention a few 
of many. Yeovilton Naval Air Station is situated within close 
proximity to the village and we have ex-Naval pilots living in our 
community.  
 
The Church: 

The church is Grade I listed, the oldest part of which is the chancel of c.1100. A major re-
ordering in 2006 included a gallery (for organ and choir) at the west end, with servery and cloakroom 
beneath. The Victorian choir pews were removed in order to open up the chancel. The timber floor of 
the nave was renewed as also the land drains outside.  Notable items within are the fine timbered roof 
of the nave (c.1480) and the shaft of a Saxon cross now located in the sanctuary. 
 
Services: 

We tend to use BCP liturgy, though as we want to make all comfortable we use some Common 
Worship for special Sundays and Festivals. 
 We   hold   monthly   ‘Churches   Together   Tea-time   Services’   in   the   Village   Hall   jointly   with   the  
Methodists, and also Palm Sunday, Harvest Thanksgiving and Mothering Sunday services. Churches 
Together hold several annual events in the village. 
 During 2012 there were four marriages, four funerals and one wedding anniversary blessing.  
There were no baptisms.  
 
Congregation: 

Between eight and twelve on ordinary Sundays. Good attendance for festivals. The current 
electoral roll is 27. 
 
Other Churches:  

One Methodist Church, situated on the A303. 
 
Finances: 

Each parish contributes to the Benefice Fund towards clergy expenses. 
 We are currently working on ways to provide for the necessary repairs as identified in the latest 
Quinquennial Survey. 
 The 2012 Balance sheet is at Appendix ii. 
 
Assistance: 

The villagers are always ready to help with grass cutting, 
flower arranging, cleaning etc. and to help with fund raising – 
even if they choose not to attend services! 
 
Church Organisations: 
Churches Together 
Bible Reading Group 
Lent Courses 
 

Senior Citizen’s  Christmas  
Party in the Davis Hall 
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Schools: 

The children from the village attend the primary school in Queen Camel or Hazelgrove School 
and travel outside the Benefice for secondary education. 
 
Other Responsibilities: 

Help in managing a local Trust for families in crisis – annual meeting. 
 
Missionary and Charity Support: 

Christian Aid, Tear Fund, Children’s  Society, Church Housing Trust, The  Lord’s  Larder as well as  
various ad hoc donations. 
 
Opportunity for Development: 

Developing  a  family  church  for  all  ages,  bring  ‘fun’  to  the  congregation  without losing traditional 
services. To continue to build on the work of Churches Together with the Methodists.  In short, 
something for everyone. 

We are hoping for an incumbent who is both spiritual and sociable, a good pastor and teacher. As 
a village we are all happy to offer any support a new incumbent may need with a willingness to co-
operate with any new initiatives for the benefit of the parish. 
 
 
West Camel Village Website: 
 www.westcamel.org.uk  

Ecumenical Good Friday Service 
on the Green 

http://www.westcamel.org.uk/
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St Mary Magdalene, Sparkford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Village and Community: 

Sparkford is a village of some 500 people situated just off the A303 with a history dating back 
beyond the Norman era. The village is famous for Haynes Motor Museum and for the Sparkford Inn; a 
coaching inn that was a key stopping point on the old London to Exeter road. There is also a caravan 
park and service station.  

The Church of St Mary Magdalene is situated at the end of Church Road, where in the medieval 
days it was at the heart of the village much of which disappeared at the time of the Plague. The Church 
along with the Parish Hall Committee, Scouts and Playing Fields Committee provide the backbone of 
community activity.  

A monthly newsletter is published by Haynes on behalf of three of the local Parishes and can be 
found at http://www.sparkford.f9.co.uk/ along with other useful information. Although Sparkford does 
not have any State Schools; our children generally attend the Primary School in Queen Camel, Ansford 
School to GCSE and then either Yeovil or Strode Colleges. 
 
Church and Worship: 

The Church though of ancient foundation was mostly rebuilt in 1824 but the perpendicular 60ft 
tower is of the 14th or 15th Century. The first incumbent was inducted in 1297. The building is Grade 2 
listed and is notable for having two transepts; one is the vestry and the other, originally the porch, is 
now a chapel with a war memorial window of St Michael and St George by Sir Charles Nicholson which 
includes a small panel of glass from Flanders.  

Our superb organ sits above the chapel, which provides a fine focal point for singing. The church 
congregation is relatively small, averaging 15-20, but is enthusiastic, lively and committed, despite the 
majority being from the retired community. We are well known for being a most welcoming 
congregation.  

We have an electoral roll of 33 and have regular attendees from outside our Parish. However, the 
church is well supported by an army of volunteers. Through the flower guild, beautiful weekly floral 
tributes are provided especially at festivals. A key rota allows the church to be open during daylight 
hours. In addition there is a cleaning rota, sidesperson rota and a paid 
groundsman who maintains the churchyard in good repair. We also have one 
Lay Worship Assistant who leads Morning Prayer Services as and when 
required.  

The church has been subject to the regular Quinquennial inspections; 
the most recent being in 2012. The church had a serious refurbishment 
programme at the turn of the Century including a full re-roofing, re-pointing 
and internal re-decoration. The recent report highlighted a small number of 
issues, which will all have been resolved by Spring 2014. 

There are normally two services in Church each month and one - 
CaféXtra held in the Parish Hall. The first Sunday of the month is a BCP Holy 
Communion and the third Sunday is a BCP Morning Prayer. We are keen to 

http://www.sparkford.f9.co.uk/
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re-establish a third church service as there is a general feeling that we need to have both traditional and 
modern worship requirements met. From time to time the church hosts the Benefice service as well as 
Holy Communion on the fifth Sundays. All the major festivals are well supported and the Church 
participates in the annual Good Friday Pilgrimage.  
 The PCC comprises eight lay members and meets generally four times a year; the vice chair can 
when required chair the PCC. It is very active and is looking to move the Church forward not only 
spiritually but also infra-structurally as our building does not provide the facilities we need to make more 
use of the building in pursuing our spiritual aims. 
 
Finance: 

The annual expenditure of the PCC far exceeds our income, as the majority of our congregation 
are state pensioners; however, a number of bequests have given the Church a healthy financial position 
and we meet all our commitments in full – our Parish Share was £6800 this year. We recognize that the 
financial health of the PCC will not last forever and we are looking at other means to increase our 
income. The 2012 Balance sheet is at Appendix iii.  

We have a range of charities that we support; some through the actual service collection as in 
the  British  Legion  or  the  South  West  Children’s Hospice at the Carol Service, others are selected at the 
beginning of the year – this year we have included the Chauncey Maple Appeal as a special appeal. We 
support  the  Lord’s  Larder  and local farming charities routinely. 

We have spent somewhere in the region of £150,000 in the last 15 years in maintaining and 
improving the Church building. 
 
Opportunities for Development: 
 We are looking for a gregarious person with a broad outlook who is capable of marrying both 
traditional and modern patterns of worship. We would appreciate a Rector who not only has their own 
ideas for further developing our Church but one who is also open to ideas and opportunities that get 
presented. We would look for the incumbent to participate in the wide variety of activities promoted by 
the PCC, for fund raising or for  social interaction.  

Although the congregation  is  not  large  it  is  enthusiastic  in  support  of  the  Church’s  Ministry  in  all  
its forms. The Church has developed a monthly Breakfast Service – CaféXtra as a means of outreach in 
to the broader Sparkford community, which we would wish to grow and see as a means of bringing in 
more families to our congregation. We   have   also   started   a   children’s club Kidzquest but that is very 
much in its infancy and needs to grow in line with CaféXtra.  Our children generally attend Queen Camel 
Primary and Ansford Secondary Schools and would be keen that the Rector continues the good 
relationship with those communities. We have built a sound ministry team to support the incumbent 
including Lay Worship Assistants who take various services. 
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The Associate Priest leads 
Smokie on the Palm Sunday 
Procession. Eddie follows behind  

Afternoon tea during village celebrations 
for  the  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

Holy Cross, Weston Bampfylde 
 

The community: 
 Weston Bampfylde is the smallest community in the Cam 
Vale Benefice with a total population of around 70. This is divided 
into two smaller communities of Weston Bampfylde comprising 22 
houses close to the Church, Village Hall and Manor House, and 
Little Weston about ½ a mile to the north east with 12 houses. At 
one time predominately agricultural with six working farms in the 
1960s, we now have a mixed population with two working farms, 
several retired people and some working in local businesses. 
There are good relationships between church and community and 
it is a happy village to live in. 

 
The church building: 

The present church dates from the 12th and 13th centuries although there may have been an 
earlier building on the present site. Architecturally significant because of its octagonal tower it is listed 
Grade 2*. It stands at the heart of the community and is open daily. Many people on visits appreciate 
the peace and quiet of a welcoming village church. 
 
The church congregation: 

We have a church membership of 13 and regular congregations of 10 to 15. Probably dating back 
to the time when it was a mainly agricultural community most of our services are in the evening. Normal 
pattern of services is: first Sunday, Common Worship Evening Prayer, second Sunday BCP Evening 
Prayer and third Sunday BCP Holy Communion. We have the occasional morning family service, an 
annual Rogation Service and special services at Harvest, Christmas and Easter. All of these services are 
well attended. We sing carols around the village each Christmas. Members of our congregation play a 
full part in the life of the Benefice. This Easter we hosted the Cam Vale Palm Sunday Service with 
procession led by the local donkeys who live in the field next to the church. A garden in Little Weston is 
part of the Quiet Garden Movement and provides a place for hospitality, prayer and occasional quiet 
days.  
 Our entry on  the  “A  Church  Near  You”  website  reads  “Holy  Cross  Weston  Bampfylde   is  a  small  
church with a big heart! We aim to be the friendly spiritual heart of our community with regular services 
and  events  for  everyone”.  We  believe  that  this  sums  up our ethos. 
 
Finance: 

We are financially sound and the church is kept in good repair. During the past year we raised 
£32,000 from the community and in grants in order to do repairs and re-pointing to the tower, and some 
structural repairs inside the tower as well as re-painting and repairing gutters and downpipes. This 
means that all work that needs to be done following our last Quinquennial report of 2010 is completed. 
We support several charities, giving at least 10% of our ordinary income away. We particularly support 
Project Mozambique, a charity, which supports the churches in Mozambique with resources and 
expertise. The 2012 Balance sheet is at Appendix iv. 
 
Social Life:   
 The village has an active and fun social life. The church hosts an International Evening each year, 

which attracts around 40 people from the village and surrounding 
area. Our small village hall, which is run by a committee from the 
community, is active and well supported. Recent events include 
village breakfasts, a Christmas banquet, a murder mystery evening 
and a Mr. and Mrs. Competition. Photographs of these and other 
events can be seen on the Village Photostream at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/westonbampfylde. 
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Holy Trinity, Sutton Montis   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Village & Community: 
 Sutton Montis is a small rural village, surrounded 
by fields and orchards and overlooked from the north by 
Cadbury Castle, a hill-fort reputed to be linked to the Arthurian Legend and Camelot. The village lies two 
miles east of Queen Camel and Sparkford close to the A303. 
 The village served by Holy Trinity Church is made up of approximately 70 houses and cottages, 
with two working farms and a small village hall. There is a wide age range amongst the residents with 
several working families, a predominance of retirees, and currently 10 children under the age of sixteen. 
 The church plays a central role in the village community, which is most apparent at the social 
events organised by the Parochial Church Council – Summer BBQ, Harvest Supper, Post-Carol Service 
Drinks, an Advent Bonfire and Tea & Crumpets. There is a wonderful team of helpers who are dedicated 
to both cleaning the church and providing beautiful floral arrangements and many others who contribute 
time and energy towards maintaining the churchyard and upkeep of the building.   
 Similarly, many residents enjoy the suppers and various fund-raising events, which are organised 
by the Village Hall Committee. 
 
Church and Worship: 
 Holy Trinity Church is situated at the northern end of the village in a slightly elevated position, 
with wonderful views across the Somerset levels. 
 The church building dates back to Norman times. It is of traditional design, with a square west 
tower holding three working bells, a nave, chancel and small vestry accessed from the chancel. It seats 
approximately 80 people in pews in the nave. The pews in the chancel have been removed to enable 
more informal and intimate worship. Generally, the church is in excellent condition. 
 There are normally four services a month at Holy Trinity Church. A BCP Matins Service, a BCP 
Holy Communion Service, an Informal Worship Service named SMILE, designed for discussion, debate 
and informal prayer, and an Evening Service which may be either 
BCP or a more modern form of worship. When there is a fifth 
Sunday in the month, the additional service is Common Worship.  The parish 
has a number of bespoke services throughout the year that really exemplify 
worship in its rural setting. Harvest Festival, Rogation Service, the Carol 
Service and Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve, both of which are 
candle lit, and a variety of excellent services at Easter. All these 
are very well attended. There is an organist who lives in the 
village, although he is currently unavailable to play. When there is 
no organist, music is provided on CDs and tapes, which are played 
on a stereo system.  
 There are 38 people on the church electoral roll,24 regular church attendees and an average of 
16 attendees per service. The congregation welcomes variety in the services and generally embraces 
new ways of worship. There are three lay worship assistants in the village, six people who have led 
intercessions and 14 people who read lessons. The PCC comprises 10 members and meets 
approximately four times a year. It is very active and is presently looking at plans for some small 
alterations to the church space to better facilitate social gathering at services. There is also a strong 
fellowship house group in Sutton Montis, which meets weekly throughout the year and draws people 
from some of the other parishes as well and a Lent course is run in the village most years, generally in 
someone's home.  
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Financial Aspects: 
 The annual expenses of the PCC are just about covered by its income. The majority of income is 
achieved   through   parishioners’   use   of   gift   aided   bank   standing   orders   and   HMRC   annual   return   on  
claims.      Currently   Holy   Trinity   Church’s   income   is   in   the   order   of   £16,000;;   in   addition   we   have two 
restricted funds – John Melliar Trust and a Fabric Fund – income of both is about £800 per annum. The 
2012 Balance sheet is at Appendix v. 
 By far the biggest payment the PCC makes is its parish share, currently £10,200. The village has 
elected to be in Category B and through careful accounting it is able to pay the parish share in full, in 
advance, every year. The PCC also makes annual charitable donations, which it aims to maintain at 10% 
of all unrestricted income.  Donations are directed towards overseas (usually African) and local Christian 
charities.  Along with Corton Denham PCC, the PCC supports the parish of Mufilira in Zambia by donating 
annually as part of its giving.   
 In  the  last  few  years  a  lot  of  the  PCC’s  reserve  funds  have  been  used up effecting repairs noted 
in the 2009 Quinquennial inspection. One large outstanding item, the replacement of the north nave roof 
estimated at £45,000, has been temporarily shelved as the leak identified in the inspection seems to 
have resolved itself since further investigative work was undertaken in 2010.   
 
Opportunities for Development:    
Sutton Montis has many qualities. 
 It is an extremely friendly, generous and hospitable parish. Several members of the congregation 
open their homes regularly for church (community) sponsored events, which often attract over half the 
population of the village. 
 The PCC feels however that the church could do more to participate in village life and perhaps 
offer better pastoral care in the community. A monthly service that is geared to families with young 
children would be desirable, although it is accepted that this may have to be for the Benefice as a 
whole. Church members are open to ideas for change from the new incumbent. 
 The qualities that the PCC seeks in its new incumbent are that he or she is good with people of 
all ages; happy to embrace all forms of worship; keen to be involved with pastoral care and to interact 
with the village as a whole; and is a good communicator and collaborator as the parish has a number of 
lay worship leaders. 
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St. Andrew, Corton Denham 
 

Village:  
Corton Denham is a small village in beautiful, hilly 

country, four miles north of Sherborne. The village is in 
Somerset although it has a Dorset postcode. There is a 
population of just over 200, with a predominance of active, 
retired people drawn from quite a narrow social spectrum.   
 

Community: 
It is a rural community but there are very few agricultural workers within the parish. The young 

population now numbers around 20, mostly primary school age. They attend schools in Sherborne, Trent 
and Bruton. There are also many 'visiting grandchildren.'  
 

Hall and Inn: 
The Village Hall has many social events, well supported by the whole community, for example 

Scottish dancing, quiz nights and silent auctions. There are a number of active social clubs within the 
village and every Tuesday there is a coffee morning for villagers to pick up bread and get the latest 
news. There is also an active local hostelry with a good selection of food and drinks and again social 
events including film nights. 
 

The Church Building: 
This was built in 1870 of local stone in a traditional style and replaced a much earlier building.  

There are many interesting features. The Church stands on higher ground overlooking the village. The 
building is regularly maintained and is in good condition. The churchyard was closed for burials 100 
years ago and the maintenance responsibility now rests with the Parish Council. The village has an inter-
denominational cemetery with a large unused capacity, which has been turned into an attractive wildlife 
area maintained by the Parochial Church Council. 
 The community of Corton Denham pulls together as a whole. All have individual responsibilities 
for the church, churchyard, village hall, cemetery and various paths etc., and with impressive volunteer 
support, all these assets are kept in good order. 
 

Electoral Roll:  At present, this stands at 48. 
 

Church Organisation: 
There is a deliberate policy to delegate, wherever possible, to a wide range of people. There are 

around 42 regular volunteers who cover all aspects of Church life, cleaning and bell ringing etc. The 
church is open during the day and is popular with visitors and those seeking reflection. The parish 
publishes 'The Corton Denham News' which is distributed to every home and covers all aspects of village 
life. It also produces a take-away leaflet with information on the church, images and all aspects of 
church life. 
 
PCC: 

There are 12 members of the PCC and it meets approximately four times a year. We have a Lay 
Vice Chairman who can officiate if required. It is very active and constantly looks for new ideas to 
involve all parishioners including social events in the church.  
  
Finance: 

We are financially sound. There is investment income normally sufficient to maintain the building 
and the cemetery. The Parish Share and administration costs are just about covered by donations from 
parishioners with Gift Aid. The 2012 Balance sheet is at Appendix vi. 
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Charitable Support: 
The church has had a link with St. Cyprians, Mufilira, Zambia for many years and although the 

support has faded of late the link has led to many other thriving initiatives between communities in 
Somerset and Northern Zambia. The preferred charity of most church members now is 'The Lord's 
Larder' providing support to the needy around Yeovil. 
 
Opportunities for Development: 

We are a small Church in a small village, with a cohesive, conservative population, who would 
love to see a growth in membership and attendance. 

We would hope our new incumbent will be good at working with and encouraging, a wide range 
of people with differing views, also that they will be someone prepared to listen and to seek God's 
wisdom through prayer.  

 Corton Denham loves a good, thought provoking, sharp sermon preaching should be crisp, to 
the point and inspirational, and the authority of Scripture exercised with prayerful understanding.  
Churchmanship veers more towards a 'middle of the road' approach. There are house study groups in 
the Benefice but interest from Corton Denham has been limited. 

Music is important to most in the parish. With the organ and a small congregation, traditional 
hymns are easier to do well. Occasionally, we expand the music at special services and festivals.   
 
Community: 
 Success in Evangelism has been through close involvement with people at weddings, funerals 
etc. At times of stress, such as when illness strikes, a visit by those involved in pastoral care; clergy, 
readers and lay pastoral assistants is much appreciated. 
  
 

 
  

 

Pet Service outside church 
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Cam Vale normal monthly service schedule 
 

 
Sunday 

 
Queen Camel 

 
Sparkford 

 
Weston 

Bampfylde 

 
Sutton 
Montis 

 
Corton 

Denham 

 
West Camel 

 
1st 

Family Service 
10.00am or 
Breakfast 

@St.B’s  9.30-
11.00am 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Common 
Worship 
Evening 
Prayer 
6.30pm 

BCP 
 Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

Village 
Service 
9.30am 

Tea Time in 
the Davis 
Hall with 

Methodists 
4.30pm 

 
2nd 

Common 
Worship Holy 
Communion 

10.00am 

CaféXtra in 
Village Hall 

9.30-
11.00am 

BCP 
Evening 
Prayer 
6.30pm 

Informal 
Morning 
Worship 
11.15am 

BCP 
Evening 
Prayer 
6.30pm 

(4.30pm in 
winter) 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

11.00am 

 
3rd 

BCP Holy 
Communion  

8.00am 

BCP Matins 
9.30am 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

6.30pm 

BCP 
Evening 
Prayer 
6.30pm 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

BCP Matins 
11.00am 

 
4th 

 

Together@Ten 
10.00am 

     

 
5th 

Common 
Worship Holy 
Communion  

10.00am 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Service of 
the Word or 

Celtic or 
Taize 

Service 
6.30pm 

Common 
Worship 
Morning 
Prayer 
9.30am 

Common 
Worship 
Morning 
Prayer 
9.30am 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

8.00am 

 
Sacred Space: A service of wholeness and healing monthly on 1st Wednesday at 7.00pm.  
on a rota around all the churches in the benefice. 
Service of Holy Communion at Cleaveside Close monthly on 1st Wednesdays at 10.30am. 
The Together at Ten Service on the 4th Sunday rotates around all the churches in the Benefice. 
Weston Bampfylde have an occasional Family Service at 11.00am. 
We have a reduced schedule of services during August  
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Cam Vale Attendance and Membership 
 

 Electoral Roll Membership Average 
Attendance 

Queen Camel 77 20 15 
West Camel 27 9 8-12 

Weston 
Bampfylde 

24 13 10-15 

Sutton 
Montis 

38 24 16 

Sparkford 33 14 10-20 
Corton 

Denham 
48 20 15 

 
 

Pleas note that where there is a range of figures for average attendance it is because attendance varies 
considerably according to the type and time of service. 

 
 


